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Public Hearings Announced on Possible 
Action on Woolens and Worsteds in GATT 


The Committee for Reciprocity In- 
formation has issued notice that a 
public hearing will be held with a view 
to possible action by the United States 
under the, terms of the note applying 
to the concession made by the United 
States on woolens and worsteds under 
items 1108 and 1109 (a), part I, sched- 
ule XX (Geneva), of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. This 
note reads as follows: 

The United States reserves the right to in- 
crease the ad valorem part of the rate applica- 
ble to any fabrics provided for in item 1108 or 
1109(a) of this part to 45 per centum ad valo- 
rem on any such fabrics which are entered in 

y calendar year in excess of an aggregate 
quantity by weight of 5 per centum of the 
average annual production of similar fabrics in 
the United States during the 3 immediately 

ng calendar years. 

The U. S. Government has been re- 
quested to take action under this note 
on the grounds that imports of wool- 
ens and worsteds into the United 
States in 1955 appear to have reached 
5 per cent of domestic production in 
the preceding 3 years. The Commit- 
tee for Reciprocity Information is ac- 
cordingly scheduling public hearings 
to obtain the views of interested per- 
sons as to whether action should be 
taken under the terms of the above 
note. Interested persons are invited to 
present views and pertinent informa- 
tion concerning conditions in the do- 
mestic industry and the effect of im- 
ports thereon. All views and informa- 
tion will be carefully considered by 
the interdepartmental trade agree- 
ments organization in arriving at a de- 
cision regarding action under the note 
to the coricession on woolens and 
worsteds. 





Danish Retail Prices Rise 


The Danish retail price—cost-of- 
living—quarterly index for January 
1956 was 415 (1914—100) or 5 points 
above the October 1955 figure. All 
items except taxes contributed to the 
increase, but food, clothing, rent, and 


*fuel showed the largest gains. 


This index rise will result in auto- 
matic increases in the wages of labor 
and salaries received by civil servants, 
which, with increases in old-age pen- 
sions, will contribute from 250 million 
to 300 million crowns, or $36 million to 
$43 million, annually to public pur- 
chasing power.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


Hearirigs before the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information will open 
April 2. Applications for oral presen- 
tation of views and information should 
be submitted to this Committee not 
later than 12 noon, March 19. Per- 
sons desiring to be heard should also 
submit written statements to the Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information by 
12 noon, March 19. 

Only those persons will be heard who 
submit written statements or file ap- 
plications to be heard by the date in- 
dicated. Written statements of per- 
sons who do not desire to be heard 
should also be submitted by 12 noon, 
March 19. 


ICA $2-Million Grant 
To Aid Nepal Economy 


A grant of $2 million in U. S. eco- 
nomic assistance to help Nepal raise 
the living standards of its 8 million 
people has been announced by the 
International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration. 

About $1 million in technical co- 
operation funds will go to continue 
programs combating insect - borne 
diseases, developing village training 
schools, and teacher training. The 
other $1 million will be in develop- 
ment assistance funds to be used 
mainly for the development of the 
Rapti Valley. This will include ex- 
tensive malaria-control measures, con- 
struction of an access road, land sur- 
vey for establishing boundaries, and 
soil studies. . 

The United States has been extend- 
ing economic assistance to Nepal 
Since January 1951, and up to the 
1956 fiscal year U. 8S. allotments 
totaled $4,020,000. Nepal’s external 
trade is largely with India, which also 
is providing the country with eco- 
nomic assistance. 








The Union of South Africa’s wheat 
crop for 1955-56 now is estimated at 
24.4 million bushels, one of the largest 
harvests of all time, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

A crop of this size would exceed 1954 
production by 4.6 million bushels, and 
is 9.3 million bushels above the small 
1945-49 average. 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- | 


ness centers of the United Statés, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
“er N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


dg. 
— 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8&t, 
g. 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New CustOmhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal ae 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memp 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

— 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

ee tans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N.Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, C +» Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book, 








Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Measures Recommended 
On Philippine Economy 


President Magsaysay made a num- 
ber of recommendations on economic 
matters when he opened the current 
session of the Philippine Congress 
with the annual State-of-the-Nation 
address. 

On the question of economic con- 
trols, he said: ““While we are for their 
gradual removal, they remain neces- 
sary at this stage of our economic de- 
yelopment. They must be utilized to 
assure the most advantageous alloca- 
tion of our limited resources and thus 
maintain monetary and price stability. 
Improvements must be effected .. . but 
sudden policy changes which tend to 
dislocate business should be avoided.” 


Principal legislative recommend- 
ations of an economic nature made 
by the President included: 


eLegislation to “dissipate un- 
certainty in the investment atmos- 
phere” and to offer investors necessary 
incentives and guaranties consistent 
with the national interest. 


eAmendment of the Central Bank 
charter to provide for three full-time 
members of the Bank’s monetary 
board, and a liberalization of the re- 
discount policy to enlarge lending 
commercial bank’s operations. 


®Reexamination of the “No-Dollar” 
Import Law. 


eReview of the tariff structure to 
protect vital industries, and renewal 
of the Presidential authority to alter 
tariff rates. 


eConsideration of means of pre- 
venting price increases. 


eEstablishment of a tax commission 
to make a technical study of the tax 
system and recommend improvements 
in tax procedures and, where neces- 
sary, in tax laws. 

eProvision of funds fora continu- 
ation of natural resources surveys. 


eProvision for more kinds of scien- 
tific research and establishment of 
an institute for economic develop- 
ment and research in the University 
of the Philippines to train students 
from the Philippines and neighboring 
Asian countries. 


eReview of the Social Security Law. 


eConsideration of measure®to make 
local governments financially self- 
sufficient —Emb., Manila. 





The 1955 commercial walnut crop in 
Italy now is estimated at 30,000 short 
tons, unshelled basis, compared with 
the small 1954 crop of 12,700 tons and 
the average (1948-52) of 22,500 tons, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 
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Haitian Economy Better; Retail 


Sales Spurred by Tourist Trade 4 


The Haitian economy started to improve in December 1955, as coffee 


sales went into full swing. 


The coffee crop is good in general, but estimated total production has 
been reduced from 400,000 bags to 340,000 bags of 80 kilograms each. 


Money 
(1 gourde—US $0.20) 
increased coffee sales. 

Sisal prices showed a slight in- 
crease in Détember with “A” standing 
at $0.103/8 a pound, as opposed to 
$0.10 in November. The outlook for 
the 1956 sugar crop remained good 
throughout December, and the largest 
sugar producer started grinding 
sugarcane on January 2. 

Christmas trade was excellent, Hai- 
tian retailers doing as much. business 
during the holidays as they did in 
the 2 or 3 preceding ‘months. The 
advent of the winter tourist trade 
also stimulated local retail trade. 


Warehouse Planned 

The cornerstone for a new Customs 
warehouse at Port-au-Prince was laid 
in December to handle heavy inter- 
national parcel post. The new ware- 
house will release space needed in the 
regular ocean freight section. 

The space shortage has contributed 
to a high spoilage of food and perish- 
ables; many merchants prefer to use 
air freight rather than run the risk 
of having frozen or refrigerated ship- 
ments come by sea. On a miscel- 
laneous food shipment, it is reported 
that air freight rates average 25-35 
percent of the Miami wholesale price. 
The better handling facilities are ex- 
pected to reduce spoilage and also 
retail prices. 

The Haitian Institute of Agricul- 
tural and Industrial Credit is spon- 
soring an agricultural rehabilitation 
program in the western tip of the 
southern pennisula which was heavily 
damaged by Hurricane Hazel. Land 


and reflected 
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in circulation on November 30 was 63,912,130 gourdes 





clearance is already in progress. The 
institute hopes to increase cacao pro- 
duction by establishing plantations 
in that area. An effort is being made 
also to increase cacao production on 
the northern pennisula at Bayeux and 
Borgne. 


Banana Output Increases 

A total of 66,312 stems of bananas 
was exported in 1955. Although pres- 
ent production is far below past out- 
put, it has increased steadily over 
the last 6 months. December ship- 
ments amounted to about 25 percent 
of this amount—15,340 stems. ° 

La Plantation Dauphin, S.A., Haiti’s 
—and the world’s—largest sisal plan- 
tation, sold to American financiers 
in October, has been resold to the 
Haitian-American Sugar Co. (HASCO) 
of Port-au-Prince. HASCO is Haiti’s 
largest sugar producer, grinding ap- 
proximately 90 percent of the coun- 
try’s total. No immediate policy 
changes are contemplated, and the 
plantation will continue under the 
present management. 


The Riviere Grise Dam at Bassin 
Generale on the edge of the Cul de 
Sac plain was dedicated on December 
5. This is a $480,000-irrigation  proj- 
ect which will serve some 9,000 hec- 
tares. Sugar cane is the principal 
crop grown in the area, although 
some bananas and food crops are 
also raised. 


Construction Active 


Numerous small construction proj- 
ects were in progress in December. 
A new market site was cleared and 
graded in December 1954, and, after 
a year of inactivity, work was re- 
sumed, and excavation for the foun- 
dations was started. A great deal of 
the city’s fresh food moves through 
public markets. The present unit, 
some 60 years old, is inadequate, the 
overflow being handled in an open 
space near the waterfront. The new 
market will cover about 7,000 square 
meters, and will be on the site of the 
old slave market, Croix des Bossales 

Societe des Grands Travaux de 
Marseilles continyed work on the 
Croix des Bouquets-Mirebalais road. 
Work was suspended last August 
when the company’s activities were 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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Bolivia Acts To Attract Foreign 
Investment, Mining Contracts 


Bolivian interest centered on the Government’s efforts to attract 
foreign capital investment at the close of 1955. 

A 2,738-million-boliviano investment program, based on funds accrued 
from the sale of agricultural commodities provided under the U. S. sup- 
plementary fiscal year 1955 aid program, was approved by the Bolivian 


Government. Expenditure of these 
funds is contingent upon approval of 
both Governments. 

The Bolivian Government in No- 
vember approved a $4-million for- 
eign-investment contract for gold 
dredging in the Beni River system by 
the American-owned Bolivian De- 
velopment & Exploration Co. Negotia- 
tions were concluded also with the 
Canadian-owned Bolivian Power Co. 
for a $1.8-million Carabuco power 
project to expand the hydroelectric 
power facilities in the Oruro mining 
districts, which is expected to bring 
about a significant increase in min- 
eral output. 

In December, the Bolivian Govern- 
ment accepted an offer by the Societa 
Finanziaria Meccanica (Finmecca- 
nica) for a $10-million line of credit 
to purchase heavy industrial equip- 
ment from a group of associated 
Italian manufacturing firms. 


The proposal to establish the In- 
ternational Finance Corporation 
(IFC), an organization designed to 
supplement the activities of the In- 
ternational Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD’, was rati- 
fied by the Bolivian Government on 
December 29, and payment of Bolivia’s 
$78,000 subscription to the new inter- 
national organization was authorized. 


The Government hopes to attract 

private industry on a contract basis 
to develop Bolivian mineral resources. 
Full cooperation was promised to an 
American firm interested in mining 
Bolivian strategic minerals and a de- 
cree was issued specifically reserving 
manganese deposits in the Province 
of Itenez in the Beni for exclusive 
rights. At the Mutun iron-ore de- 
posits, diamond drilling was started 
for the Government by an American 
firm. 
Capacity of the lead smelter at 
Tupiza, in southwestern Bolivia, was 
more than trebled. This smelter is 
small, but it is important because 
Bolivian raw materials will be used 
to produce the lead, with almost no 
expenditures in Bolivia’s increasingly 
scarce foreign exchange. 


Output of some Bolivian metals in- 
creased, but tin production decreased. 
Total tin production through October 
for each of the years shown was 25,476 
metric tons in 1953, 24,408 tons in 
1954, and 22,724 tons in 1955. Wolf- 
ram and zinc production kept pace 
with 1954 output, and lead production 


4 





was up considerably. Antimony pro- 
duction; showed a significant rise. 

The Bolivian Ministry of Mines and 
Petroleum signed a 5-year agreement 
with Williams Harvey & Co., Ltd., of 
England, effective January 1, for Bo- 
livian tin. 


Petroleum Output Climbs 


Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales 
Bolivianos (YPFB), the Bolivian Gov- 
ernment petroleum agency, announc- 
ed plans for drilling 38 new wells in 
1956. YPFB signed a contract with 
the United . Geophysical Co., an 
American firm, to undertake seismo- 
logical and geological studies in the 
YPFB zone east of Camiri, and work 
was started in December. 

YPFB estimates that the average 
daily production of Bolivian crude oil 
in 1955 exceeded 7,000 barrels. Output 
in 1956 is expected to reach 11,000 bar- 
rels with a petroleum output of 17,000 
barrels. Estimated value of petroleum 
exports in 1955 is $1.8 million and for 
1956, $6.3 million. ; 


Food Shortages Alleviated 


Bolivia suffered serious shortages of 
meat and bread, but stepped-up deliv- 
eries of Argentine cattle alleviated the 
meat scarcity in December. Relief 
from the bread shortage through ICA 
wheat deliveries was expected by the 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Investment Handbook 
Published on Mexico 


Mexico’s rising market potentials, 
abundance of raw materials, and 
relatively low wage costs are attract- 
ing increasing interest among US, 
investors, according to a new hand- 
book released by the Bureau of For. 
eign Commerce. : 

Entitled “Investment in Mexico,” 
the new publication is the eighth in a 
series of handbooks issued by BFC 
to provide basic information to U. §, 
businessmen on investment condi- 
tions in individual countries. Much 
information of value to traders also 
is included. Earlier studies cover Co- 
lombia, India, Pakistan, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Venezuela, and the Un- 
ion of South Africa. 


The new study shows that manu- 
facturing industries formerly of mi- 
nor interest, now rank as the field of 
largest U. S. private investment in 
Mexico. U. S. holdings in manufac- 
turing activities rose from $22.3 mil- 
lion in 1943 to $133 million in 1950, 
and by the end of 1954, had almost 
doubled to $217 million. Mining and 
smelting, once of first importance in 
U. S. investments, now ranks second, 
with holdings of $142 million in 1954, 
a@ moderate increase over $120.5 mil- 
lion in 1950. 


Transportation, communications, 
and public utilities holdings, pre- 
viously high among U. 8. investment, 
declined to $90 million in 1954, as 
compared with $107.2 million in 1950. 

This changing trend in U. 8. in- 
vestments reflects legislation, policies, 
and attitudes of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, which, while tending to dis- 
courage investment in some fields, of- 
fer encouragement and incentives to 


(Continued on Page 22) 








investment in 
PAKISTAN 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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IBRD Income $13.7 
Million for 6 Months 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development had a net 
income of $13.7 million for the 6- 
month period ended December 31, 1955, 
compared with $12.3 million for the 
corresponding period in 1954, the Bank 
has announced. 

This income was placed in the sup- 
plemental reserve against losses on 
loans and guaranties and raised the 
reserve to $135.2 million. Loan com- 
missions amounted to $7.2 million and 
were credited to the Bank’s special 
reserve, increasing that reserve to 
$69.4 million. 

Total reserves on\ December 31 were 
$204.6 million. 

Gross income, exclusive of loan com- 
missions, was $31 million, compared 
with $29.3 million in 1954. Expenses 


tor the 6-month period totaled $17.3 


million. 

The Bank made 15 loans totaling 
$146.3 million in Algeria, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Japan, Lebanon, Nicaragua, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Thailand, 
Union of South Africa, and Uruguay. 
These brought the total number of 
loans to 139 in 41 countries and raised 
the gross total of commitments to 
$2,470.4 million. Disbursements on 
loans were $139.2 million, bringing 
total disbursements to $1,818.9 million 
on December 31. 





La Paz Cost-of-Living 


Index Rises Moderately 


Since the sharp rise in the cost-of- 
living index in March 1955, the month- 
to-month increase in the La Paz, 
Bolivia, cost of living has been moder- 
ate. 

The monthly rise was no higher 
than 3.3 percent from May through 
November. The increase from Novem- 
ber to December was 7.1 percent. 

The La Paz cost-of-living index for 
the October-December 1955 quarter 
was: October, 51,102; November, 52,- 
339; and December, 56,090 (1931—100). 

The cost of clothing, fuels, and 
articles of prime necessity, in that 
order, showed the greatest increases 
in the October-December quarter. 
Rents and charges for services re- 
mained relatively stationary.—Emb., 
La Paz. 





Argentine grain exports for the first 
half of the 1955-56 fiscal year 
amounted to only 2.4 million metric 
tons as compared with 3.8 million 
tons for the like period a year ago, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 

Exports of corn and oats were much 
lower than last year, but those of 
rye and barley were much higher. 


Wheat exports remained about the 
same. 
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Guatemalan Economic Activity 
Above Normal; Program Drafted 


Economic activity in Guatemala was above normal in the fourth quar- 
ter of 1955 and general business activity in December was higher than in 
any other month since’ President Costillo Armas took office, 

The money supply and the level of international exchange reserves 
rose; the latter, estimated at $54 million at year’s end, showed especially 


large advances over those reported at 
the end of 1954. 

Earlier coffee sales in the 1955-56 
coffee crop year, which began on Oc- 
tober 1, and the steady inflow of U. 8. 
aid funds contributed importantly to 
economic expansion although some 
repatriation of capital may have been 
a factor. 


A 5-year economic development plan, 
announced by the President in Octo- 
ber, calls for an expenditure of $247 
million over the next 5 years in trans- 
portation, agricultural, and livestock 
development, electric power, health, 
housing, and social welfare. Financ- 
ing would apparently come from vari- 
ous sources, including current Govern- 
ment revenues, internal and interna- 
tional loans, U. 8S. assistance funds, 
and private capital investment. The 
plan, if substantially implemented, 
will contribute to higher employment 
levels, higher wages, and a firmer 
base for political stability. 

The establishment of a new argi- 
cultural bank, Banco del Agro, 8S. A., 
was authorized by the Government in 
October. Its capital will be obtained 
primarily from farmers through a 
compulsory levy on production, to be 
collected, for a single calendar or 
crop year only, in exchange for stock 
certificates in the amounts levied. The 
bank will engage in the field of agri- 
cultural credits exclusively. 

Coffee sales for the first 3 months 
of the 1955-56 coffee crop year were 
some 60 percent higher than those 
for the like period of the preceding 
crop year, although the total crop was 
expected to be slightly smaller than 
last year’s. Prices for the current crop 
averaged about 3 percent below those 
received during the like period of 
1954. 


A November decree provided in- 
demnization, for violation of coffee 
futures contracts, in an amount of 
up to the difference between the price 
on the date of the contract and the 
price on the agreed delivery date. 
Formerly, a maximum penalty of only 
$0.25 per hundredweight was per- 
missible on coffee contract defaults. 

Crop Output Down 

Reports from agricultural circles 
indicated that production of coffee, 
cotton, corn, and bananas might be 
slightly lower than normal. The sugar 
crop was expected to be some 15 per- 
cent larger than that of the preced- 
ing year. An October decree author- 





ized the Bureau of Forestry to mark 
off and auction to the highest bidder 
areas for sustained-yield forestry 
units in national forests (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 19, 1955, p. 7). 

The West Indies Trans-Atlantic 
Steamship Conference, by im 
a 20-percent surcharge, raised the 
ocean freight rates on cargo shipped 
from European ports to Pacific ports 
in Central America between Novem- 
ber 1, 1955, and February 29, 1956. 
Expensive delays at the ports were 
the reason announced for the sur- 
charge imposition. The ports of Que- 
pos and Golfito in Costa Rica were 
exempted from the rate differential. 

Contracts for construction on the 
Inter-American Highway were being 
awarded at an accelerated rate and 
substantial orders for roadbuilding 
equipment were placed with U. 8. 
manufacturers. 

The contract for the Guatemala 
City telephone system, officially 
awarded to Siemens-Halske in Sep- 
tember, had not been signed at the 
end of the quarter. A $5-million bond 
issue to finance the telephone system 
was authorized in December. 

The projected commercial television 
station was expected to begin tele- 
casting early in February. Press re- 
ports indicated that a call for bids 
might soon be issued by the Govern- 
ment for an intercity microwave com- 
munications system. 


Electric Power Curtailed 

Damage to a generating unit caused 
daily curtailment of electric power in 
Guatemala City during the holiday 
season and led to Widespread public 
reaction against the American-owned 
power company, which has long been » 
under criticism for alleged inadequate 
service and high rates. The power 
company is negotiating a contract 
with the Guatemalan Government for 
the expansion of its facilities. 

Late in November the Guatemalan 
Bureau of Mines suspended until 
February 1 the filing of new appli- 
cations for petroleum exploration 
rights, to permit the 29 oil companies 
—mostly American—who filed appli- 
cations on November 23, 1955, to re- 
solve among themselves the overlaps 
in territories sought for exploration. 

Guatamala signed trade agree- 
ments with France, Spain, and Costa 
Rica during the quarter and exchange 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Bolivian Mining Code New Duties To Apply in Finland 


Put Into Operation 


Regulations for operation of Boliv- 
ia’s new petroleum code were estab- 
lished on January 24 and published 
in full in the La Paz press 2 days later. 

The code became fully effective 
February 25. 

Applications for exploration and 
later development of oilfields on direct 
development or for refinery operations 
and transport are now being accepted. 
Applications submitted during the 
first 30 days after the code became 
effective are to be considered simul- 
taneously. The 30-day period expires 
at 6 p. m. March 26. 

Guaranty deposits required under 
the code upon approval of applications 
are to be regarded as provisional until 
such time as the code is ratified by 
the National Congress.—Emb., La Paz. 

The new code was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 
28, 1955, page 8. A copy of the Spanish 
text and regulations may be obtained 
on a loan from the American Repub- 
lics Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Nicaragua Lowers, Suspends 
Duties on Various Products 


Nicaragua has greatly reduced its 
import duties on some paper products, 
yarns, and phonograph records, and 
has exempted various fertilizers from 
duty, all changes retroactively effec- 
tive on July 1, 1955. 

Items on which duties are lowered; 
their new duties, specific in U. S. dol- 
lars per gross kilogram and percent ad 
valorem on c. i. f. value; and former 
rates, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


642-09-09-4. Paper caps and lids for bottles, 
free ($0.60) plus 5 mt (20); (New subitem). 

642-09-09-5. Packing paper, drawing paper 
cut in special sizes or boxed, paper reagents 
for chemi¢al analys pasteboard for books, 
and sanitary pads or is, $0.10 ($0.60) plus 
10 percent (20). 

651-05-00. Yarn or thread of flax, hemp, and 
ramie, $0.45 ($1.25) plus 10 percent (10). 

-09-03-1. Postal cards illustrated exclu- 

sively with Nicaraguan motifs, $0.30 ($1.85) 
plus 20 percent (10). 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Foreign Exporters Not To 
Pay Indian Income Tax 


The text of a note on liability to the 
Indian income tax of nonresident ex- 
porters of plant and machinery to In- 
dia as quoted in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 20, page 9, was that 
issued by the Indian- Ministry of Fi- 
nance on December 1, 1955. 

The quotation was erroneously stat- 
ed to have been taken from section 
4(1)a of the Indian Income Tax Act. 


6 


The Finnish Parliament has reduced 
basic import duties on a number of 
essential products, effective January 1. 

Ad valorem rates are substituted for 
specific duties on numerous articles, 
particularly those produced in Finland 
on a substantial scale, and for a num- 
ber of items raise duties above the 
specific rates they replace. 

Items to which the principal changes 
in basic rates apply; their new duties, 
in Finnish marks per kilogram unless 
otherwise stated; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 Finnish mark—US$0.0043) : 

Oats, 6 (7.50); durra, 1.50 (7.50); tallow, 17.50 
(22.50); nylon rope, 20 percent ad valorem (for- 
mérily 40 percent ad valorem for imports from 
most-favored-nation countries and 3,609 marks 
per kilogram from other sources). 

The former duty of 3 marks a kilo- 
gram on steel billets and the 4.50- 
mark duty on aluminum rod and wire 
for the cable industry are removed. 
A duty of 5 marks will apply to steel 
wire imported from all sources for the 
domestic cable and wire cloth indus- 
tries if that rate is lower than the ex- 
isting 20-percent conventional rate. 


Ad Valorem Rates Substituted 


Ad valorem rates are substituted for 
former specific duties on a number of 
items, although specific rates usually 
are maintained as alternative mini- 
mum duties. These items; their new 
percent rates; and former specific 
rates, in marks per kilogram, shown 
in parentheses, are as follows: 


Steel bolts, etc., 15 percent (15 or 24); cop- 





Liberalization of Greek, 
German Trade Maintained 


Trade in both directions between 
Greece and the Federal Republic of 
Germany is to continue as previously, 
or in accordance with liberalized im- 
port regulations currently in effect 
in those countries, under an agree- 
ment now extended from October 1, 
1955, to September 30, 1956. 

Specified Greek exports, such as 
wine and olive oil, are subject to 
German quantitative import quota 
restrictions. 

The Greek Government is to issue 
import licenses not in excess of $100,- 
000 for German participation in the 
1956 International Salonika Trade 
Fair. 

A joint committee is to convene in 
Bonn in April 1956 to discuss develop- 
ment of trade between the countries. 

In the 12-month period ended Sep- 
tember 30, 1955, Greek imports from 
Germany and invisible payments 
amounted to $57.8 million. Greek ex- 
ports to Germany and invisible re- 
ceipts amounted to $443 million— 
Emb., Athens. 


per rods and wire, 4 to 12 percent (4.50 to 12); 
copper plate, sheet, and foil, 9 to 12 percent 
(4.50 to 150); copper tube and pipe, 10 to 13 
percent (7.50); aluminum household utensfig 
15 percent (150); razors and razor blades, 12 
percent (240); internal combustion e 
except for airplanes, 12 percent (75); Pumps 
for liquids 12 percent, or 6 percent if com 
a4 \ oo are not produced locally (22.50 to 

Similar changes are made on road ro 
harrows, cultivators, threshing machines, yg- 
rious ore-dressing machines, machine acces- 
sories and fittings, insulated cable, rubberized 
tire fabric, and toys. 


The Government of Finland algo 
has changed the import duty on gaso- 
line to 10.20 marks a liter from the 
former 15 marks a kilogram and has 
increased the duty on some classes 
of cordage from 24 marks to 40 marks 
a kilogram.—Emb., Helsinki. 





France To Assist in 
Developing Markets 


Approval of a plan to assist French 
exporters by offering improved facili- 
ties for the development of foreign 
markets has been announced by the 
French Secretary of State for Eco- 
nomic Affairs. 


Under the plan French experts 
would be sent abroad to explore mar- 
ket possibilities; foreign trainees 
would be accepted in French indus- 
tries at home and in French projects 
abroad; French participation in for- 
eign trads fairs and expositions would 
be subsidized; improved market guar- 
anties would be offered French ex- 
porters t cover up to 70 percent of 
potential losses in foreign export pro- 
grams; and a permanent listing of 
foreign market opportunities would be 
created, including information on 
means of payment and foreign com- 
petition. 

Only firms with long-term export 
programs, and not those interested 
simply in disposing of tempora - 


pluses, would be eligible for the Dlan’s 
benefits. 


French exports increased from & 
monthly average of 72 billion francs 
in 1951 to 9,617 billion in 1955, and ex- 
ports now cover 90 percent of imports, 
as compared with only 48 percent in 
February 1952. French exports still 


are handicapped, however, by rela- 


tively high French prices. 





Philippine cigarette consumption 
in the first half of 1955 totaled 75 
billion pieces—down 3.6 percent from 
the 7.8 billion consumed in the com- 
parable period of 1954, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Consumption of cigars and smoking 
tobacco also declined 2.8 and 4.6 :per- 
cent, respectively, while chewing to- 
bacco increased 7.9 percent from the 
like 6 months of last year. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Egypt Drops Licensing 
For Two Items 


Egypt on January 16 estab- * 
lished a quota of 3,000 tons of 
cotton waste that may be ex- 
ported direct through Customs 
without license in 1956. 

Effective January 10, green 
vegetable seed for sowing also 
may be exported abroad and to 
the Sudan direct through Cus- 
toms without export license. The 
only restriction is that the seeds 
must have been inspected by the 
Ministry of Agriculture for de- 
termination of their germinating 
capacity. 

These quotas were established 
by a General Export Control 
Office notice. 














Egyptians Establish 


Reexport Regulations 


Egypt on January 20 established 
new regulations for reexport cf goods 
to the Sudan. 

Conditions under which goods may 
be reexported are as follows: 

eGoods may be imported into Egypt 
for reexport to the Sudan provided all 
Egyptian customs duties are fully 
paid. 

eImports locally financed in foreign 
currencies and rejected upon arrival 
in Egypt on agricultural or hygienic 
grounds or for any other reason may 
be reexported to Sudan provided they 
are paid for in a currency no less 
important than that paid upon ar- 
rival in Egypt. 

eInward-transit and _  free-zone 
goods may be authorized for reexport 
to Sudan if locally financed in Egyp- 
tian pounds or directly financed 
abroad. If financed in a foreign 
currency, goods may be exported to 
Sudan only after full payment of all 
Egyptian custom duties or if pay- 
ment is made by the Sudanese im- 
porter in a currency no less important 
in relative value than that in which 
Payment was made by the Egyptian 
importer. 

Under the Condominium Govern- 
ment of Sudan most Egyptian prod- 
ucts, imported and indigenous, were 
allowed free entry into the Sudan 
provided all customs and excise duties 
were paid to the Egyptian Customs 
Administration —Emb., Cairo. 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


has not received notice of change in 
this regulation. 





Maritime Day, May 22. 


February 27, 1956 


New Criteria Set for 


Indonesian Importers 


New requirements have been estab- 
lished in Indonesia by the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs for official recogni- 
tion of national importers, and recog- 
nation of additional non-national im- 
porters will not be granted. 

Both actions became effective on 
February 1. 


All authorizations granted national 
firms to act as importers under pre- 
vious regulations have been with- 
drawn and a special Importers’ Recog- 
nition Committee has been estab- 
lished to receive and judge applica- 
tions under the new criteria. All firms 
or entities now applying for recogni- 
tion must meet the following require- 
ments: 


eThe sum of 500,000 rupiah must be 
deposited with a bank to be held to- 
ward coverage of future imports. 


eName of the firm’s manager 
must be submitted, together with its 
organizational plans, recent -financial 
balance sheets, and other indications 
of ability to operate as a bona fide 
importer. 

eAll shareholders must be Indo- 
nesian subjects and residents born 


(Continued on Page 22) 


Cuba Sets Method of 
Levying Package Tax 


The unit of measure to be used in 
assessing the Cuban so-called package 
tax on imports of dry products in bulk 
has been established as the dutiable 
unit fixed in the tariff schedule for 
imports assessed on a weight basis and 
as 100 kilograms gross weight for 
those dutiable on an ad valorem basis 
or entering duty free. 

This method of assessment was es- 
tablished by law No. 9, published in 
the Official Gazette of December 22, 
1955. 

The package tax was established on 
May 18, 1939, at the rate of 1 cent per 
package of imports, and later raised 
to 2 cents per unit by law No. 7 of 
November 12, 1942 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 19, 1942, p. 17). 

Application of the package tax to 
dry bulk imports on the same basis as 
is provided for by the 1955 law now 
in effect was formerly established hy 
decree No. 2223, article III, of Septem- 
ber 12, 1939, but the article was 
later declared unconstitutional on the 
grounds that to tax by decree was ir- 
regular and was revoked by decree No. 
3140 of September 30, 1955. 

The net effect of these changes is 
that imports of dry products imported 
in bulk continue to receive the same 
treatment, but the tax is now regular- 
ized by law. 





lran Regulates Import, 
Manufacture of Drugs 


Prior approval of the Iranian Min- 
istry of Health is required for com-. 
mercial import and manufacture 
within Iran of sera, vaccines, infant 
foodstuffs, and antibiotics. 

Failure to obtain such approval 
subjects the importer or the Iranian 
manufacturer to a fine from 
10,000 to 100,000 rials and to confisca- 
tion of the goods (75 rials=US$1.) 

Iranian manufacturers of patent 
medicines must be licensed by the 
Ministry of Health and the approved 
formula cannot be changed in any 
way without the Ministry’s pe - 
sion under penalty of cash fines and 
confiscation of goods. 


Manufacturers preparing and sell- 


irig spoiled, out-of-date, counterfeit, — 


or adulterated pharmaceuticals are 
liable to confiscation of m 

and equipment used in their manufac- 
ture, imprisonment of from 6 months 
to life term, or a death penalty if 
the use of such drugs causes the 
death of the user. 

Commissions of Inquiry are to be 
established by the Ministry of Health 
to determine whether import or man- 
ufacture of specific patent médicines 
is advisable and to judge the com- 
petency of applicants for licenses to 
manufacture pharmaceuticals. These 
regulations are provided for by an 
Iranian Pharmaceutical, Medical, and 
Sanitary Law enacted on August 15, 
1955.—Emb., Tehran. 





New Regulations To Govern 
Indian Tax of Foreigners 


New regulations governing the inter- 
pretation of some provisions of the 
Indian Finance Act of 1955 concern- 
ing foreign employees have been is- 
sued by the Government of India. 

Procedures to be followed by for- 
eign companies to obtain advance 
approval of contracts for foreign 
technicians, which is a prerequisite 
for obtaining maximum tax exemp- 
tions for them, are outlined in a 
Ministry of Finance press note of 
January 18. The meaning of “foreign 
technicians” for tax exemption pur- 
poses also is given. 

The Government, another press re- 
port indicates, late in 1955 adopted 
more stringent rules for granting tax 
concessions to non-Indian employees 
for payments received by them for 
costs of voyages to and from India 
for home leave. 

Further details of the new rules 
are available from the Far Eastern 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from the 
Department’s Field Office in New York 
City. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Long List of U. S. Goods 
To Enter Algeria Free 


Import into Algeria of a long list 
of commodities from the United States 
and Canada now is to be permitted 
freely. Importers still must apply for 
exchange allocation to cover the im- 
> but it will be granted automatic- 

Included in the list are the follow- 
ing items of particular interest to U. S. 
exporters: American-made combines, 
which are particularly suitable for 
large-scale farming in Algeria; high- 
powered tractors for earth-moving 
work of a type not produced in France; 
pumps, which are used extensively in 
Algeria for irrigation; spare parts for 
machines; and sewing machines. 

The list of imports is liberalized by 
new regulations published as notices 
to French and Algerian importers in 
the Journal Officiel de la Republique 
Francaise of January 1, 1956, and re- 
produced in Journal Officiel de |’Al- 
geria No. 4 of January 13.—Journal 
Officiel de la Republique Francaise, 
January 1 and 3, 1956, and Cons. Gen., 
Algiers. 

Additional commodities covered by 
the new regulations are listed in an 
article entitled “France Frees Import 
of Some Dollar Goods,” Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 16, 1956, page 
7. 





Brazil Creates New 
Office of Exports 


A new agency, the Oficina de Fo- 
mento de la Produccion y de las Ex- 
portaciones, has been established in 
Bolivia to replace the Oficina de Fo- 
mento de las Exportaciones. 

The primary function of the new 
office, created by a decree of Novem- 
ber 3 to operate under supervision of 
the Ministry of National Economy, is 
to encourage production and export 
of Bolivian crops; nonmetallic min- 
erals, for example, sodium carbonate; 
and merchandise in a raw, semifin- 
ished, or finished state. 

The agency will guarantee to pay 
minimum prices for all of products 
under its control, although producers 
may if it suits their interests sell their 
products on the open market to pri- 
vate, buyers. 

In conjunction with the Banco Cen- 
tral’s foreign department the agency 
will authorize issuance of export per- 
mits for products determined by the 
Ministry of Economy to be in excess 
of the country’s domestic require- 
ments. Among such products are 
rubber, cacoa, tobacco, coca, medici- 
nal herbs, wild animal skins, and 
semifinished and finished manufac- 
tures. 

The use to which foreign exchange 


earned from these and other products 
may be put is stipulated in a Ministry 
of Economy ministerial resolution of 
December 27, 1955. 


The Oficina de Fomento de las Ex- 
portaciones, now replaced, was created 
by a decree of March 25, 1954 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 3, 1954,*p. 5). 


The change in name of the Bolivian 
agency should be noted in Department 
of Commerce publication Licensing 
and Exchange Controls—Bolivia, 
World Trade Information Service, part 
2, No. 56-2, section on Export Con- 
trols, page 2. 





Settlement for Berlin 
Dollar Bonds Opened 


Negotiations for settlement of debts 
owed by the city of Berlin and by pub- 
lic utility enterprises owned or con- 
trolled by that city now are considered 
practicable, according to an exchange 
of notes between the Embassies of the 
United States, France, and Great 
Britain in Bonn and the Federal Re- 
public of Germany’s Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. 


Settlement of the following dollar 
bonds previously had been deferred, 
under article 5 (5) of the Agreement 
on German External Debts of Febru- 
ary 27, 1953 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 30, 1953, p. 6): City of 
Berlin, 6 percent of 1928, due June 15, 
1958; city of Berlin, 64% percent of 
1925, due April 1, 1950; Berlin City 
Electric Co., 6 percent of 1930, due 
April 1, 1955; Berlin City Electric Co., 
6% percent of 1926, due December 1, 
1951; Berlin City Electric Co., 6% 
percent of 1929, due February 1, 1959; 
Berlin Electric Elevated and Under- 
ground Railways, 614 percent, due Oc- 
tober 1, 1956. 

Holders of bonds of the above issues 
that have not been validated should 
register them with the Validation 
Board for German Dollar Bonds, 30 
Broad Street, New York 4, N. Y., before 
February 29, 1956, to be eligible for 
settlement under the terms of any of- 
fer that may be announced as a result 
of the forthcoming negotiations. 

Inquiries regarding settlement of 
bonds of the city of Berlin should be 
directed to the Foreign Bondholders 
Protective Council, Inc., 90 Broad 
Street, New York 4, N. Y. 

Inquiries about other issues should 
be directed to the U. 8S. Committee for 
German Corporate Dollar Bonds, 910 
17th Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 





Indonesian rice import require- 
ments for 1956 are estimated at 300,- 
000 to 500,000 metric tons, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

This amount is in addition to about 
250,000 tons being imported under 
contracts with Burma, Italy, and 
Thailand. 


— 
—— 





Ireland Sets Quotas 


For Rubber Goods 


Ireland’s quota for import of 
tires and tubes has _ been 
changed from a half-yearly to an 
annual period, the Government 


The following global quotas 
are established for the period 
February 1, 1956-January 31, 
1957: Motor-vehicle tires and 
tubes, 75,000; bicycle or tricyele 
tires and tubes, 140,000. 

The global import quota for 
rubber boots and shoes is estab- 
lished as 55,000 pairs for Febru- 
ary 1, 1956-January 31, 1957. This 
new quota is the same as the 
combined quotas for the preced- 
ing year, which were 50,000 pairs 
of rubber boots and shoes other 
than heeled and 5,000 pairs of 
canvas or rubber shoes with rub- 
ber soles and heels. 











- account with the Bank Melli at a min- 


Iran Bank Law Revised, 
Regulations Drawn Up 


In accordance with current Iranian ” 
legislation requiring reexamination 
and approval of all decree-laws put 
into force by the Mossadeq regime, the 
country’s basic banking law of June 
29, 1953, was revised by a joint finance 
committee of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment and put into effect on June 27, 
1955. 

The law as revised creates a Super- 
visory Board of Banks charged with 
the responsibility of drawing up and 
enforcing regulations for the law’s op- 
eration. The Board, however, has not 
yet formulated the regulations and 
the law is not now enforced. The law— 

eAuthorizes all banks to engage in 
foreign exchange transactions, subject 
to prior approval of the Board. 

eContinues the Bank Melli’s exclu- 
sive privilege of accepting saving de- 
posits. 

ePermits the establishment of for- 
eign banks, subject to approval by 
the Board and by Parliament. 

eRequires foreign banks to main- 
tain a special reserve account with the 
Bank Melli in accordance with the 
terms of its establishment and requires 
domestic banks to maintain such an 


imum of 15 percent against sight and 
5 percent against time deposits. 

Limits the number of foreign bank 
employees to 5 or if the total staff 
exceeds 100, to 5 percent. —Emb, 
Tehran. 





World Trade Week, May 20-26. 
Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





British Firm Seeks 
Licensing Agreement 


Manufacturers of audiometric and 
induction heating equipment, Shear- 
stone, Peters & Dunn, Ltd., Cell Street, 
Sheffield 3, England, wish to be li- 
censed to manufacture products of 
an American firm in the electronics 
field. 


The company, employing 50, re- 
portedly has well-equipped machine 
and sheet-metal shops, an assembly 
department, and a final test section. 
The licensing arrangement should 
preferably be on a royalty or profit- 
sharing basis. 

Supplemental data and brochures 
are available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A World Trade Di- 
rectory report, in preparation, soon 
may be obtained by qualified U. 8S. 
firms for $1 from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division. 





Company in Iran Plans To 


Manufacture Hardboard 


Machinery and other plant equip- 
ment for the manufacture of fiber 
hardboard, with a capacity of about 
15 metric tons per 24 hours of work, 
are wanted by Halco Trading Co., 
Ltd., Serai Amir, Tehran. 


U. S. companies interested in mak- 
ing quotations should send descrip- 
tive literature and price lists to Halco. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this firm may be obtained by quali- 
fied U. S. companies for $1 from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





New Kuwait Directory 
Being Compiled 

A new Arabic-English direc- 
tory entitled “Kuwait Commer- 
cial Directory 1956” is being 
compiled for publication this 
spring by the Arab Agency, 
Wajef Street, Kuwait. 

The 500-page directory, which 
will sell for $6, is designed to 
meet the needs of advertisers, 
merchants, manufacturers, and 
organizations interested in es- 
tablishing commercial, trade, 
and industrial relations with 
Kuwait. 

For advertising rates and other 
information, write the U. 8S. 
agency, Theodore Arapoglou 
Corp., 15 Moore Street, New 
York 4. 














February 27, 1956 


Foreign Governments Invite Bids 


Four foreign governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a num- 
ber of items of potential interest to 
American suppliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., when indicated by sym- 
bol (*). 


Greece: 


Steel welding electrodes, 18,700 kilo- 
grams, and cast iron’ welding elec- 
trodes (soft), 3,500 kilograms, bid 
deadline March 9; one flat bed auto- 
matic printing press, March 15; 50,000° 
meters wax paper, March 20; 6,540 


pounds brass and bronze material, / 


March 20; and 140,000 vials dihydro- 
streptomycin, March 20. Bids invited 
by Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 
ment Service, 56 El. Venizelos Street, 
Athens. 

Bridge and roof steel material, esti- 
mated value $80,000, closing date 
March 15. Bids invited by Greek State 
Railway (SEK), 12b Polytechniou 
Street, Athens. 

Three hundred seventy-two rubber 
tires and 116 tubes, bid deadline March 
5; 7,000 kilograms soft steel electrodes, 
3,300 kilograms mild steel electrodes, 
and 3,500 kilograms hard steel elec- 
trodes, March 15. Bids invited by 
Ministry of Agriculture, Agricultural 
Machinery Division, 12 Philellinon 
Street, Athens. 

Additional information and assist- 
ance to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th Street 
NW., Washington, D. C.* 


Egypt: 

Roadbuilding plant, delivered at 
Khartoum: 1 road roller, 6 to 8 tons; 
1 road roller, 3 tons; 1 asphalt mixing 
plant, 10 to 15 tons per ~hour; 2 
asphalt boiler firewood, 400 gallons; 
1 asphalt sprayer, hand operated, 250 
gallons; and 2 tipping lorries (trucks), 
4 cubic yards. No bid deadline given. 
Bidders should state time of delivery 
from date of placing a firm order. 
Bids to be sent to Ibrahim El Fahal, 
Municipal Engineer, Omdurman. 


New Zealand: 


Highway half-arm crossing barriers, 
four, bid closing date March 22. Bids 
invited by Stores Manager, Ministry 
of Works, Wellington C. 1. Specifi- 
cations available from the New Zea- 
land Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C.* 


Four radio transmitters, 4 receivers, 


and ancillary equipment, bid closing 
date June 7. Bids invited by Stores 
Manager, Ministry of Works, Welling- 
ton C. 1. Specifications available from 
the New Zealand Government Trade 
Commissioner.* 


India: 

‘Quotations are wanted on electronic 
instruments and, parts, especially 
spares for servicing meters such as 
ammeters, milliammeters, microam- 
meters, voltmeters, kilowatt meters, 
and others. C. Prasad Jha, Mainte- 
nance Department, All India Radio, 
Government of India, New Delhi. 





Iraq to Construct Cement 
Factory Housing Project 


The Development Board and Min- 
istry of Development of Iraq are in- 
viting bids until March 24 for the 
construction of the Sarchinar cement 
factory housing scheme, which in- 
cludes 546 houses of different types 
and community facilities such as 
roads and water, sewerage, and elec- 
tricity services. 


Two copies of the bidding. docu- 
ments may be obtained from the 
Directorate General of Legal Affairs 
and Contracts, Ministry of Develop- 
ment, Baghdad, on payment of 25 
Iraqi dinars (one Iragi dinar=US- 
$2.80), not refundable. Bids must be 


accompanied by a deposit of 10,000 
dinars. 


A copy of the bid advertisement is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. 8. 


Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton, 25, D. C. 





Guatemala Further Modifies 
Tenders on Highway Bridge 


Further modifications of bidding 
instructions for the Atlantic Highway 
Bridge have been made by the De- 
partamento de Bienes Nacionales [i- 
citaciones y Asuntos Alemanes, 14 
Calle No. 3-60, Guatemala City. The 
bid deadline has been extended to 
March 20, 1956, and the completion 
date of the work to December 1, 
1957. 


A copy of the alternative bid an- 
nouncement is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. This 
bid invitation was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
26, 1955, page 11, and February 13, 
1956, page 16. 
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Indian Firm Plans To 
Establish New Plant 


Lalbhai Patel & Co. Sambava 
Chambers, 20 Phirozshah Mehta Road, 
Bombay 1, would like American col- 
laboration—including technical know- 
how—for the design, erection, and 
operation of a ferrochrome and elec- 
trolytic manganese dioxide plant at 
Dandeli in Southern Bombay State. 

The Government of Bombay, ac- 
cording to Lalbhai Patel, managing 
partner of the firm, has promised a 
supply of electric power up to 6,000 
kv.-a.. for the plant, and raw ma- 
terials are said to be available in the 
mines he operates. The plant is ex- 
pected to have an annual capacity of 
10,000 tons of ferrochrome and about 
5,000 tons of manganese dioxide, the 
former to be used for the manufac- 
ture of stainless steel ingots and 
rolled products, and the latter for 
making dry battery cells. 

Interested parties should correspond 
direct with Mr. Patel at the given 
address. A World Trade Directory re- 
port may be obtained by qualified 
U. 8S. firms from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


U. S. Contracts Sought by 
Canadian Aircraft Firm 


Enheat Aircraft, the aircraft divi- 
sion of the Enamel & Heating Products, 
Ltd., Sackville, New Brunswick, wishes 
to obtain U. S. contracts for all air- 
frame construction work, excluding 
engine and electronics. 

Enheat’s modern facilities report- 
edly include 240,000 square feet of 
manufacturing space; a planning divi- 
sion of experienced engineers; ma- 
chine shop; sheet-metal department; 
presses and rollers; and chemical lab- 
oratory. 

Interested U. S. companies are in- 
vited to write to Mr. W. J. Wienand, 
Jr., vice president of Enheat Aircraft, 
at the address given. 








NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 


the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 
Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 


Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Air-Conditioning Equipment: 

Italy—Ing. Carlo Ferrari Soc. per 
Azioni (manufacturer, installer), 62 
Via S. Secondo, Turin, wishes to con- 
clude licensing arrangements: with 
U. S. firms for the manufacture in 
Italy of air-conditioning apparatus, 
for industrial and domestic purposes. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


; France — Etablissements G. Ancel 
(distiller, wholesaler, exporter), 30-32 
rue Barbezieux, Cognac, Charente, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of cognac 
brandy, 5 years old and over, in glass 
bottles; also an aperitif or fortified 
wine known as Pineau des Charentes 
in glass bottles. 

France—Jean Bregal (sales and ex- 
port agent for French producers), 
12bis rue Ferrere, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct large quanti- 
ties of cognac brandy and champagne. 

France—O. Castay Freres (whole- 
salers, exporters), Chateau de Jaulin, 
Bretagne-d’Armagnac, Gers, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of armagnac brandy, 5 years 
old and over, in glass bottles of various 
sizes and types, including fancy 
styles. 

France — Petrus Desbois (distiller, 
wholesaler, exporter), Chateau Saint- 
Georges, Saint-Georges, par Montagne, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agent (except in 
Iilinois) large quantities of bordeaux 
red wines, vintage and classified quali- 
ties sold under trade name of Grands 
Crus Saint-Georges St. Emilion, in 
glass bottles. Correspondence in 
French preferred. 

France—A. Droz & Co. (S. A.) (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), 10 rue 
Albert-de-Mun, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct or through 
regional agent (except in IMlinois) 
large quantities of liqueurs, principally 
Cacao Chouva Droz (cream of cocoa); 











Mexican State To Build 
Cement Plant 


Felix Chaires Gonzalez, As- 
sistant Director of the Office of 
Economic and Industrial Pro- 
motion of the Government of 
Baja California, Mexico, is in- 
terested in receiving blueprints 
for a cement plant with a daily 
output of 100 tons. 


Technical data are needed as 
well as advice as to the feasi- 
bility of the plan for the fac- 
tory. 

Firms interested in cooper- 
ating or obtaining additional 
data should write direct to Mr. 
Gonzalez. 











flavored fruits in syrups; and alcoholic 
syrups. 

France—H. Thompson & Fils (whole- 
saler, exporter), 44 rue de Riviere, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quanti- 
ties of red and white bordeaux wines 
in glass bottles; also in casks. 


Clothing: 

Denmark—Gerda Jensen (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Lgstrgade 21, Copen- 
hagen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent transparent plastic 
raincoats. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

Belgium — Jozef Van de Casteele 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
1 Ganzestraat, Bruges, wishes to ex- 
port direct handmade copperware on 
a made-to-order basis. 

France—Lucien Eyraud & Fils (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 9 
avenue Port-Mahon, Saint-Jean-d’- 
Angely, Charente-Maritime, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of plastic artificial flowers 
and bouquets for home decoration, 
and memorial and grave wreaths and 
related supplies for undertakers. Ar- 
ticles are scented according to the type 
of flower represented such as violets, 
roses, etc. Correspondence in French 
preferred. Price list in French avail- 
able.* 

Electrical Supplies: 

Germany—Westaflex GmbH (manu- 


facturer, exporter), 22 Zum Stillen, 


Frieden, Guetersloh/W., wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent fully 
flexible tubes for use in electro- 
installations. Descriptive leaflet avail- 
able,* 

Foodstuffs: 


France —LaCroix-Dubarry (“A La 
Comtesse du Barry”) (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Gimont, Gers, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of very good 
quality canned food products includ- 
ing foies gras, chicken, turkey, pork, 
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meat pies, and prepared dishes; also 
de luxe food products packed in tin 
cans. Descriptive leaflets with price 
information in French available.* 
Netherlands — Firma P. D. Schilte 
(packer, exporter), 15 Nieuwstraat, 
The Hague, wishes to export direct 
high-quality tea, packaged to order 
for the retail trade. 

General Products: 


France—Wotracor (World Trading 
Corp.) (commission merchant and 
manufacturers’ and export agent), 1 
Boulevard Bonrepos, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent novelties of all types, 
including fancy. jewels and articles; 
millinery and fashionable goods in- 
cluding hats and “berets basques”; 
wines and champagne; perfumes, tex- 
tiles, and general merchandise. 

Hand Tools: 

Germany—Max Dannert (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 51 Feldhauserweg, 
Solingen-Landwehr, wishes to export 
direct or through agent hand tools in- 
cluding fretsaws, blades, vises, 
wrenches, hammers, pliers, and oth- 
ers. Illustrated leaflets available.* 


Germany — Max Stursberg (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 58 Steinstrasse, 
Porz B. Koeln, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quan- 
tities of cast steel files of all kinds. 
Descriptive and illustrated leaflet in 
German available.* 

Germany — Totila - Werkzeugfabrik 
Paul Krampen & Co. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 30 Foerstchen, Leichlingen, 
wishes to export direct 15,000 month- 
ly of ratchet braces. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflets available.* 

Hides and Skins: 


Thailand — Kiang Hua Co. (export 
merchant), 479/7 Phama Lane, off 
Siphya Road, Bangkok, wishes to ex- 
port direct first- and second-grade 
hides and Skins. 

Industrial Equipment: 

Belgium—Etablissements F. Colinet 
(manufacturer, exporter), 313 Chaus- 
see, Houdeng-Goegnies, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent pneu- 
Matic tools used in mines and quar- 
ries. 

Instruments, Professional and Sci- 
entific : 

England — Bonochord, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer and exporter of hearing aids 
and electronic instruments), 48 Wel- 
beck St., London, W.1., wishes to ex- 
Port direct or through agent audiom- 
eters of high-quality engineering. 
Descriptive leaflets available.* 

England — Bonochord, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 48 Welbeck St., 
London, W. 1, wishes to export direct 
or through agent electronic detectors 
of high-quality engineering for use 
of engineers and maintenance men in 
automobile, aviation, diesel, heating, 
machinery, power, railroad, refrigera- 
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Pakistan Seeks Bids 
For Dyeing Plant 


The Government of Pakistan, 
Karachi, is requesting quotations 
on plant and machinery for 
mineral dye processing of 5,500 
yards of khaki drill in 8 hours 
and 2,500 yards of cellular shirt- 
ing khaki in the same period. 
No bid deadline is given. 

Further details may be ob- 
tained from the Embassy of 
Pakistan, Commercial Division, 
2315 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D. C. 











tion, and other fields. 
leaflet available.* 

Germany—Karl Trischberger, Inge- 
nieurbuero (manufacturer, exporter), 
11 Eschstrasse, Dueren/Rhid., wishes 
to export direct or through regional 
agents moisture determining units for 
the paper and textile industry. De- 
scriptive leaflets available.* 

Kapok: 

India — Saha Bros. (export mer- 
chant), 40-2 Strand Road, Calcutta-1, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent Indian kapok. 

Leather: 

France — Durand & Cie (tannery), 
Montreuil - sur - Ile, Ile - et - Vilaine, 
wishes. to export direct or through 
agent vegetable-tanned natural belt- 
ing leather by metric ton. 

Machinery: 

Italy—Soc. p. Az., Officine Verrina 
(manufacturer, exporter), 76 Via Pra’, 
Genova/Voltri, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent machinery in- 
cluding universal milling machines; 
paste goods (spaghetti, macaroni, etc.) 
machinery; paper mill machinery; and 
complete plants for the extraction of 
oil from olives. 

Patterns: 


Italy— Laura Origgi (fashion de- 
signer and manufacturer of paper and 
cloth patterns), Via Trieste 32, Ab- 
biategrasso, Milan Province, wishes to 
export direct fashion designs and 
paper patterns. Correspondence in 
Italian or French preferred. 

Pharmaceuticals: 


France—Le Carotene Francais (man- 
ufacturer and exporter of chemical 
and dietetic products), 57 rue Pierre 
Charron, Paris, wishes to export direct 
or through agent a dietetic product 
called Carostab. This product is re- 
ported to be a powdered natural ex- 
tract of stabilized palm oil offering 
the same elements as vitamin A and 
may be used pure or mixed with food. 

Rugs: 

Algeria—Mohamed Gaouar (Manu- 
facture de Tapis Berberes) (manufac- 
turer), Allee des Ormeaux, Tlemcen, 


Descriptive 
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wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of handmade 
rugs. Correspondence in French pre- 
ferred. Catalog available.* 

Stationery Supplies: 

France — Jean-Louis Charbonneaux 
(manufacturer, wholesaler), 11 rue St- 
Remy, Epernay (Marne), wishes to 
export direct or through agent high- 
quality photographic post cards and 
Christmas cards. 

Italy—Helios (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 4 A. Via Montallegro, Genoa, 
wishes to export direct 15,000 units 
monthly of finger moisteners of new 
design. Descriptive leaflet, photograph, 
and sample available.* : 

Veneers: 


France — Leopold Nordlinger (pro- 
ducer, exporter, wholesaler), 11 rue 
Commandant Henri-Fougerat, Barbe- 
zieux, Charente, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of good-quality walnut and oak ve- 
neers. Correspondence in French pre- 
ferred. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs: 


Netherlands Firma H. Barends 
(importing distributor), 58 Hooikade, 
The Hague, wishes to purchase direct 
high-quality confectionery in retail 
packing. 

Graphite: 


Mezxico— Sanborn Hermanos, S. A. 
(manufacturer of drugs, cosmetics, 
candies, ice cream, fountain items; 
importer of general merchandise), 
Avenida Madero No. 4, Mexico, D. F., 
wishes to purchase direct liquid graph- 
ite for use in manufacture of liquid 
graphite pencils. 

Hides and Skins: 


¥rance—Durand £ Cie (importer of 
raw hides and tanning material; 
manufacturer, wholesaler, and ex- 





‘porter of leather), Montreuil-sur-Ille, 


Ille-et-Vilaine, wishes to purchase di- 
rect industrial abattoir raw hides, 
salted, in 10-ton lots, weighing from 
25 to 30 kilograms. . 

Rubber Goods: 


Netherlands — Glasindustrie ENAI 
(manufacturer), 93 Hoogstraat, Rot- 
terdam, wishes to purchase direct 
10,000 rubber parts—bulbs and noz- 
zles—to manufacture battery acid 
meters. 

Tanning Materials: 

France—Durand & Cie (importer of 
raw hides and tanning material; 
manufacturer, wholesaler, and ex- 
porter of leather), Montreuil-sur-Ille, 
Ille-et-Vilaine, wishes to purchase di- 
rect in 10-ton lots extract of chestnut, 
mimosa, and quebracho. 

_ Veneers: 


France—Marius Deviers (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter of French 
veneers), Sarlat, Dordogne, wishes to 
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purchase direct first- and second- 
quality maple veneers (bird’s-eye 
type). 


Waste Products: 


Germany — Rohprodukten Handels- 
geselischaft m. b. H. (importing dis- 
tributor), 17 Efftingestrasse, Hamburg- 
Wandsbek, wishes to purchase direct 
all kinds and grades of plastics and 
rubber scrap, including tires. 


_ AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 





Foodstuffs: 


France — Comptoir de la Rousselle 
(commission merchant, sales agent), 
36-40 Rue de la Rousselle Bordeaux, 
Gironde, seeks agency for good-quality 
canned fish, lobsters, and related food 
products. ; 

Hospital Supplies: 

Belgiim—S. I. D., S. A. Pharbil (im- 
porter, exporter, manufacturer), 112 
rue des Palais, Brussels, wishes to ob- 
tain exclusive agency for laboratory 
kits in Benelux countries and the Bel- 
gian Congo. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Bertram Montgomery, 
representing Warburton, Franki 
(Melb.) Ltd., 380 Bourke St., Mel- 
bourne, Victoria, is interested in ob- 
taining exclusive agencies and/or 
manufacturing licenses for electrical 
engineering goods, including auto- 
matic circuit breakers and reclosers 
for phase-to-phase voltages 22 kilo- 
volt and higher; high-voltage vacuum 
switches; metal rectifiers of all types, 
including silicon; domestic electrical- 
cooking equipment; television-receiv- 
ing sets and antennae; and electrical- 
measuring instruments for power and 
electronic purposes. Was scheduled to 
arrive February 18, via San Francisco, 
for a visit of 3 weeks. 

U. 8S. address:.c/o Conrad Hilton 
Hotel, 720 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
Tll.; or Commodore Hotel, Lexington 
Ave. and 42d St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: San Francisco, San Jose, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Springfield, St. 
Louis, Detroit, Cleveland, New York, 
Newark, and Boston. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Brazil—Dr. Sylvio de Campos Filho, 
representing Cia. Brasileira de Grandes 
Hotels (e.g. the Esplanada Hotel, Sao 
Paulo City), and Interduc Importa- 
dora e Exportadora S/A, Rua Xavier 
de Toledo No. 114, 8th Floor, Sao 
Paulo, is interested in hotel opera- 
tions and import business in general. 
Was scheduled to arrive abdut Feb- 
ruary 15 via New York, for a visit 
of 1 month. 


U. S. address: c/o Horacio Cintra 
12 


Leite, President, Pan-American Coffee 
Bureau, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Boston, 15 days; and New York, 15 
days. 

England—Edward Jones, represent- 
ing Towler Bros. (Patents) Ltd., Elec- 
traulic Works, Rodley, Leeds, is in- 
terested in negotiating an agreement 
with a U. S. firm to manufacture 
company’s product under license— 
high-speed high-pressure oil hydrau- 
lic pumps and control valves for pres- 
sures up to 9,000 p. s. i. Scheduled 
to arrive in March, via New York, for 
a visit of 1 month. Itinerary: Chicago. 


World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Comm 


pu 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this a 


the compilations. 


Air-Conditioning ‘and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
New Zealand. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Republic of Ireland. 


oe 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—United Kingdom. 


.Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im. | 


porters and Dealers—Norway. 

Business Firms—British West Africg 
(Gambia and Nigeria and British 
Cameroons). 

Fiber Producers and Exporters— 
Guatemala. 

Hospitals—Union of South Africa, 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Belgium. 

Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Nicaragua. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Re- 
finers, and Exporters—lIsrael. 

Petroleum 
Republic. 


Photographic Supply Dealers and ~ 
Photographers—U nion of South 7 


Africa. 
Rattan Furniture and Basketware 


Manufacturers and Exporters—Hong — 


Kong. 


Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, — 


Growers, and Exporters—Uruguay. 
Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Australia. 
Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Dominican Republic. 





Margarine production in Canada fot — 


1955 is reported at 125.1 million 
pounds, 8 percent above the 1159 
million pounds produced in 1954, ac- 
cording to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 








FACTORS LIMITING 
U.S. INVESTMENT 
ABROAD 


part 2... business views on the 
U. S. Government’s role 


40 cents 
From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 


or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Vienna Trade Fair 
Scheduled in March 


The 1956 Vienna Spring Interna- 
tional Trade Fair will be held in Vien- 
na, Austria, March 11-18, Exhfbition 
space entries were closed December 
1, 1955. 


Approximately 2,200 Austrian firms 
and‘1,500 foriegn exhibitors will par- 
ticipate but no foreign collective ex- 
hibits will be made. 

The fair will be held in two areas 
—The Rotunde area, displaying iron 
and steel structures and semifinished 
goods, machines, tools, and appli- 
ances; and the Messepalast area, fea- 
turing fashion and luxury goods such 
as textiles, clothing, furs, umbrellas, 
shoes and leather goods; goods for 
everyday use including smoker’s ar- 
ticles, perfumeries, and cosmetics; 
pharmaceutical and chemical prod- 
ucts; rubber goods; office and shop 
supplies; furniture; house and kitchen 
appliances; toys; sporting goods and 
similar items. 

An international automobile exhi- 
bition will be the highlight. 

The 1955 Vienna Fall International 
Trade Fair held in Vienna September 
11-18, 1955, attracted 3,002 individual 
exhibitors, representing 3,746 firms, 
and several hundred exhibitors in 10 
collective national exhibitions. About 
600,000 visited the two fairgrounds. 

Sales were reported at a satisfactory 
level in most branches with evidence 


(Continued on Page 22) 


150 U. S. Exhibitors 
Attend Turin Exposition 


At the Fifth International Tech- 
nical Exposition in Turin, Italy, Sep- 
tember 28-October 8, 1955, 1,423 ex- 
hibitors represented 15 countries, in- 
cluding 977 Italian firms and 446 
foreign firms, 150 of whom were from 
the United States. 

The mechanical industries formed 
the larger part of the exhibit. Tradi- 
tionally farm machinery has formed 
ah important part to the technical 
show, and a wider range of the most 
modern farm machinery and other 
agricultural implements were exhibit- 
ed and demonstrated. 

A wide range of exhibits in the 
Plastics field also was shown—raw 
materials, presses in operation, mix- 
ers, new synthetic textile fibers, and 
Many types of finished products, 
principally home appliances. 

A number of conventions were held 
in connection with the exposition, 
bringing together experts in particu- 
lar fields from many countries for an 
exchange of views and discussions. 
Among these special features were 
those dealing with foundries, farm 
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machinery, plastics, motion pictures, 
and motion-picture techniques. 


Total attendance at the exposition 
was 300,000. 


40th Swiss Industries 
Fair Set for April 


The 40th Swiss Industries Fair is 
to be held in Basel, Switzerland, April 
14-24, 1956. 

The fair has a strictly national 
character, being reserved for Swiss 
manufacturers who desire to export. 

There will be some 2,300 exhibitors, 
most of whom are in the industrial 
line. The main export groups such as 
watchmaking, textiles, textile ma- 
chinery, general engineering, and the 
electrical industry will be prominently 
represented. 

At the 1955 fair there were 30,000 
visitors from foreign countries, some 
1,000 of whom came from overseas. 
Two features contributing to its suc- 
cess from the economic point of view 
were the high activity in the con- 
struction sector and the favorable 
Swiss export. trade. Exhibitors in all 
groups reported satisfactory business. 

Prospectuses, identity cards, and a 
copy of the catalog for the 1956 fair 
may be obtained from Swiss legations 
and consulates in the United States. 








Household Appliances on 
Display at Casablanca 


The Salon du Confort Menager 1955, 
an exhibition of household articles 
and appliances, was held in Casa- 
blanca, Morocco, November 26-De- 
cember 11, 1955. 

The exhibition occupied a newly 
constructed metal shed affording ap- 
proximately 7,000 square meters~of 
covered exhibit space. Approximately 
50 local importers and dealers dis- 
played a fairly wide range of kitchen 
equipment and utensils, home laundry 
equipment, domestic electrical appli- 
ances, radios and record players of 
French, American, British, German, 
Italian, and Netherlands origin. Amer- 
ican refrigerators, kitchen ranges, 
home laundries, and ironers Were dis- 
played by local agents and distrib- 
utors. 

Attendance was estimated at 85,000, 
some native Morocca appearing. 
Since 1953 the Moroccan population 
had boycotted all public expositions of 
this kind. 





An International Fisheries Fair will 
be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, May 
18-27. It is expected that exhibits will 
be held in the Forum Building and in 
several other buildings in the harbor 
area. 


German Auto Exposition 
Does Record Business 


The record volume of business trans- 
acted ‘at the third postwar German 
Automobile Exposition, held Septem- 
ber 22-October 2, 1955, in Frankfurt 
am Main, reportedly surpassed all 
expectations. 

With a total attendance of 750,000 
and displays numbering 691 from 642 
exhibitors in an area of 90,000 square 
meters, the exposition was the largest 
of its kind ever held in Western Ger- 
many. The greatest buying interest 
was centered in passenger cars, ap- 
proximately 50 percent of the total 
number of this type sold being for 
export. 

A variety of miniature cars at the 
exposition, equipped with two-stroke 
or motorcycle-type engines and a seat- 
ing capacity of one to four persons, 
is becoming increasingly popular in 
Western Germany. New and improved 
models of light and heavy trucks and 
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Ninth Sample Fair in Italy 
To Be Held in September 


The Ninth International Samples 
Fair of Bolzano, Italy, is scheduled 
for September 17-27. 

The Eighth International Sample 
Fair was held September 17-27, 1955. 
The number of visitors totaled 218,- 
000 including 28,000 foreigners. 

Italian firms exhibiting totaled 852 
and foreign firms numbered 559. The 
U. 8S. firms participating indirectly 
through their Italian agents totaled 
63, and the commodities of principal 
interest were domestic electrical ap- 
pliances. 

Total fair sales were estimated at 
$12.8 million, interest being displayed 
in agricultural machinery, wood proc- 
essing machinery, sewing and knit- 
ting machinery, handicraft items, and 
equipment for hotels, restaurants, and 
domestic use. ; 





Stockholm Fairs Scheduled 


The following fairs are scheduled 
in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1956: 

St. Erik’s Fair, September 1-16. 

Bil Salonz, March 16-25. It will be 
held in St. Erik’s Hall under construc- 
tion in the Storangsbotten section of 
the St. Erik’s Fairgrounds. 

Machine Tool Exhibition, April 20- 
29, St. Erik’s Hall. It will be interna- 
tional in character only in the sense 
that union members sponsoring the 
exhibit will show machine tools of 

eir foreign principals, as well as 

wedish equipment.—Emb., Stock- 
holm. 











Business reports on the 
countries of the world 





Part 1. 


Economic Reports. 


Basic information on the general economy . . . economic developments . . . how to 
establish a business . . . the insurance situation. 


Part 2. Operations Reports. 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing and exchange controls . . . marking and labeling 


requirements . . . pharmaceutical regulations . . . import tariff system . . . patent and 
trademark regulations. 


a 


Part 3. Statistical Reports. 


Statistics on U. S. trade with foreign countries . . . total export and import trade of 


the United States on a monthly basis . . . foreign trade of the countries of the 
world. 


Utilities Abroad. | 


Developments in shipping . . . railways ... aviation. . . highways. . . electric power. 


World Trade Information Service Subscription Form 


[-] Part 1—Ecanomic Reports. 
[-] Part 2—Operations Reports. 
[_] Part 3—Statistical Reports. 
[) Part 4—Utilities Abroad. 


$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 


Please enter my subscription for the following $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 


Part(s) of the World Trade Information Service 
$3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address) 


State 
Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 


° 


Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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Regulations Clarified 
For Tanker Transfer 


Factors to be considered for ap- 
proval of transfer to foreign owner- 
ship and registry of U. S. T-2-type 
tankers in consideration for new ship 


' construction in the United States for 
' vu. S. flag operation are outlined by 


the U. S. Maritime Administration in 


' answer to questions pertaining to its 


policy statement as announced on No- 
yember 9, 1955, as follows: 


“A future applicant for transfer of 
U. 8. flag vessels to foreign ownership 
and registry in conjunction with new 
construction must be the U. S. owner 
of record, and such applicant must 
have been the registered owner of the 
yessel under U. 8S. flag for at least 6 
months immediately prior to the date 
of application; further, the individual 
or corporation which commits itself to 

truct the new vessel must be an 
owner or operator of U. S. flag ships 
with financial ability and experience 
satisfactory to the Maritime Adminis- 
tration. In addition, vessels approved 
for transfer to foreign flag will remain 
under U. S. flag until a construction 
contract with the shipbuilding yard 
is actually entered into and filed with 
the Maritime Administration.” 

The Maritime Administration fur- 
ther states: 


“The above affects all applications 
filed subsequent to the date of this 
announcement and shall also apply to 
applications now on file but upon 
which no decision has yet been taken; 
furthermore, the foreign transferee of 
the T-2-type tanker or other war-built 
vessel transferred in consideration for 
new U. S. flag construction will be re- 
quired to be under U. S. citizen con- 
trol either directly or indirectly 
through a corporation organized un- 
der the laws of a friendly foreign 
country.” 





Plans Made for Supervision 
Of Goan Railway, Seaport 


New arrangements have been 
Planned for supervision of the Mor- 
mugao port facilities and the railroad 
in Goa, according to a decree pub- 
lished in the official gazette providing 
for a resident engineer-inspector in 
Goa, together with a staff of about 
30 employees. 

Detailed provisions are made for 
organization of the inspection service 
consisting of a technical section with 
15 employees, and an administrative 
section with 16, in addition to the 
Office of the Engineer-Inspector. 

All expenditures for operation of 
the inspection service will be “for ac- 
count of port and railroad operations 


February 27, 1956 


and as such are to be met by the con- 
cessionaire.” 


A budget of expenditures of the 
service is to be presented annually to 
the Governor General, and upon his 
approval is to be forwarded to the 
concessionaire. Each month the con- 
cessionaire is to deposit one-twelfth 
of the amount of the annual budget 
in the office of the Banco Nacional 
Ultramarino at Vasco da Gama. 





Netherlands Railways 
To Be Modernized 


Extensive electrification of the 
Netherlands State Railways will be 
continued in the immediate years 
ahead, including electrification of 
connections from Rotterdam to 
Flushing, in Zeeland, and from Am- 
sterdam through Haarlem to Den 
Helder. 


This summer wooden carriages, 60 
of which are still in use, will have 
been replaced, and the Netherlands 
Railways will be the first line in Eur- 
ope to have completed the change- 
over. 

Another first accomplishment will 
be scored in 1958 when all steam loco- 
motives will have been taken from 
service and replaced by electric or 
diesel electric engines. 


New four-car trains of the Trans- 
European Express will begin operating 
to Paris, Basel, Hamburg, and Frank- 
furt in May. Purchase of this equip- 
ment probably will be financed 
through the new EUROFIMA. 


Other 1956 plans call for renewal 
of 400 kilometers of track, modern- 
ization and construction of stations, 
and modernization of crossings and 
signals. 





Egypt Earns $66 Million 
From Tourists in 1955 


Egypt had an excellent tourist sea- 
son in 1955, the Director of the Tour- 
ist Department reported. Visitors 
numbered 399,998, as against 344,487 
in 1954; 250,059 in 1953; and 206,033 
in 1952. Revenue from the tourist 
trade amounted to E£23 million, or 
$66,010,000, compared with E£18,208,- 
125, or $52,257,778, in 1954; £17,950,- 
352, or $51,517,424, in 1953; and £9,- 
889,584, or $28,383,106, in 1952. 

Arab countries led the list of visit- 
ors, followed by the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Italy, and Ger- 
many. 

Three new tourism offices were to 
be-opened early in 1956 in Rome, Paris, 
and London, in addition to the of- 
fices now located in New York City 
and Geneva.—Emb., Cairo. 


IACO To Study North 
Atlantic Air Traffic 


Measures designed o expedite an 
orderly flow of air traffic in the North 
Atlantic region will be considered at 
a special meeting of the Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organization fn 
Paris on February 20, an ICAO of- 
ficial has announced. 


“We do not expect to make any sub- 
stantial changes in the air-naviga- 
tion facilities now provided in the 
area,” he said. “What we do expect 
is to set up newly developed proce- 
dures to make the best use of what 
we have before the heavy air-traffic 
period begins in early summer.” ~ 

“In general,” he continued, “the | 
routes most affected by last year’s 
congestion weré those from Gander 
direct to European points, where the 
traffic volume is heaviest. ... We 
hope that some of the anbkwers will 
be found by improvements in air- 
craft position reporting practices and 


\by procedures permitting more use of 


lateral separation of aircraft.” 





Tourists to Japan Spend 
$38.5 Million in 1954 


An estimated 48,296 visitors and 38,- 
759 shore excursionists spent about 
$38,487,000 in Japan in 1954, the Jap- 
anese Tourist Industry Bureau re- 
ports. 

This sum represented 2.4 percent 
of Japan’s total export value that 
year, amounting to $1.63 billion, and 
ranked ninth in terms of export of 
goods. 

Of the total number of visitors 23,- 
157, or about 40 percent, were U. 8S. 
citizens. 

For the benefit of the increasing 
number of visitors well-equipped 
western-style hotels were opened, and 
an 8-story International Tourism 
Center accommodating 200 guests was, 
opened in Tokyo. 

Japan Air Lines inaugurated inter- 
national service during the year with 
a trip to the United States in Janu- 
ary and has been actively competing 
for oversea air service. 

The Japan Tourist Industry Bureau 
participated in fairs and exhibitions 
in Brazil, Hawaii, Canada, and the 
United States with success. 





Austrialia’s wool clip for the 1955-56 
wool yezr is estimated at 1,414 mil- 
lion pounds, greasy basis, compared 
with 1,288 million for 1954-55, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

If this forecast is realized, about 
770 million pounds will be available 
for export for the period January- 
June 1956. 
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TRAVEL NOTES _—| 


Compania Nacional de Turismo 
Aereo (Cinta Limitada), a Chilean air 
carrier, has been granted by the U. S. 
Civil Aeronautics Board a foreign air- 
carrier permit authorizing foreign air 
transportation of persons and prop- 
erty between a point or points in 
Chile; the intermediate points of 
Lima, Peru, Panama City, Panama, 
and Havana, Cuba; and the terminal 
point, Miami, Fla. 








The Nicaraguan Government has 
requested the U.S. Civil Aviation Mis- 
sion to develop a comprehensive pro- 
gram for civil aviation. The initial 
step in this program, a study of need- 
’ ed improvements at Las Mercedes Air- 
port, is under way. 





Royal Dutch Airlines has concluded 
an “interline agreement” with the 
Soviet airline Aeroflot for mutual 
recognition of passenger tickets and 
freight documents, the company has 
announced. 


The agreement, which was to be- 
come effective December 2, also 
provides for coordination of the two 
airlines’ flight schedules to insure 
good connections at Prague, Vienna, 
and Kabul. 





Misr Airline, an Egyptian carrier, is 
planning to inaugurate service to 
Rome about March, and a later ex- 
tension to London, using Vickers Vis- 
count aircraft. 

The carrier reportedly may acquire 
more Viscounts than the three already 
ordered and may increase its capital. 





Liberian National Airways in the 
period October 1954-September 1955 
increased its passengers on scheduled 
flights by 44 percent over the preced- 
ing year. The principal reason for 
this increase was the placing of a 
second DC-3 into service in April. 





Pakistan-Portuguese India air serv- 
ice operated by the Portuguese Gov- 
ernment may be extended west to 
Aden and down the African east coast 
to Lourenco Marques, according to 
the Portuguese press. 





Fred Olsens Flyselskap A/S, which 
has taken over operation of the prin- 
cipal internal routes in Norway for the 
Scandinavian Airlines System, has 
employed seven American aviators to 
fly its aircraft. 

SAS is reported to be planning to 
set up its own flying school. 





Netherlands inland barge freight 
(Continued on Page 17) 


Power Company To 
Expand in Brazil 


The American and Foreign Power 
Co.’s eight operating subsidiary com- 
panies in Brazil are completing a 4- 
year (1952-56) expansion for which 
they are spending the equivalent of 
US$115 million. They now are prepared 
to expand their facilities still further 
to increase present capacity by 409,- 
000 kilowatts in 1956-61 provided ar- 
rangements can be made for a rea- 
sonable return on investment and 
financing arrangements can be made 
to cover all of the dollar and part of 
the cruzeiro cost of the projects. 


The program’s total cost will be 
about 8,770,970 cruzeiros (approxi- 
mately 70 cruzeiros—US$1 in recent 
free exchange market transactions). 

Included in the 1956-61 program are 
expansion of generating capacity in 
the cities of Niteroi, Curitiba, and 
Vitoria and completion of the Peixoto 
project by installing 6 new generators 
at the latter place. Two of the 10 gen- 
erators originally called for already 
have been installed. 

In addition, 2 more 40,000-kilowatt 
generators would be installed at a 
new site near Praia, further down the 
Rio Grande River from Peixoto, 320,- 
000 kilowatts of which would be dis- 
tributed to Cia. Paulista de Luz e 
Forca and 80,000 kilowatts to Cia. 
Luz e Forca de Minas Gerais, which 
supplies the city of Belo Horizonte, 
Minas Gerais. Transmission and dis- 
tribution lines from Peixoto to Belo 
Horizonte, a distance of 350 kilometers, 
and from Peixoto to Campinas, Sao 
Paulo, also are included in the pro- 
gram. 


—e 


Malayan Airways To 
Modernize Fleet 


Malayan Airways is considering re." 


placing its fleet of 11 C-47, or Doug- 
las DC-3, aircraft with Handley Page 
Heralds, aircraft of British manufac- 
ture, according to press reports. 

The 2-engine C-47’s are second- 
hand planes acquired between 1947 
and 1952. The Herald is a 4-engine 
aircraft having a seating capacity of 
44 passengers and a cruising speed 
of 220 m. p. h. 

Malayan Airways’ fleet “will have to 
be replaced, beginning in 1957, at a 
total cost of around 15 million 
Malayan dollars,” an International 
Bank Mission report states. According 
to that schedule the firm has about 
a year in which to arrange for de- 
livery of the first of its replacement 


fleet. It is understood, however, that § 


the Herald will not be in production 
until the end of 1957. 

The mission also points out that 
Malayan Airways’ charter is due to 


expire on April 30, 1957, and sug- § 
gests that an early decision be taken © 
to renew it. The mission recommends | 


renewal and an expansion of capital, 
to be raised from Malayan residents. 
The Governments of the Federation 
of Malaya, Singapore, and British 
Borneo have discussed the terms of a 
renewed charter, and the question of 
nationalizing the firm also is believed 
to have been discussed. Under pres- 
ent circumstances, however, it ap- 
pears unlikely that the company will 
be taken over by the Government. 





Colombian cotton consumption has 
increased to over 150,000 bales in 
1954-55 from about 133,000 bales con- 
sumed in 1953-54, with a further rise 
anticipated in the current year, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 








investment in 
the Philippines 


conditions ‘and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . » A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce . . . 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Bolivia Acts... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


end of January 1956. The Foreign 
Minister arranged for the shipment of 
1,000 tons of Argentine wheat to Boliv- 
ja, to be paid for in dollars. 


Negotiations were started for the 
purchase of four B-17’s from the 


| U.S. surplus stocks to supplement the 
| gir-transport facilities which fly meat 


er I TS 


regularly from the Beni to the Alti- 
plano. A long-range program was be- 

to increase and improve the Beni 
cattle by introducing the Zebu and 
Santa Gertrudis strains into the herds 
through the assistance of the ICA 
agricultural program. To ease the 
country’s food shortage, the Govgrn- 
ment also raised the minimum prices 
it guarantees to pay to domestic pro- 
ducers of basic foodstuffs. 


The Government’s rice production 
program was fairly successful, and the 
Ministry of Economy announced that 
rice production in all of the Provinces 
of southern Bolivia would be sufficient 
for those areas at least through Feb- 
ruary 1, 1956, and that the 1957 har- 
yest would supply at least half of the 
country’s total needs. 

Higher guaranteed minimum prices 
were set for Bolivian tobacco, and 
tobacco-processing plants will be com- 
pelled to buy all of the domestic to- 
bacco offered for sale by Bolivian pro- 
ducers at prices ranging from 17,000 
to 18,000 bolivianos (3,850-4,200—US$1, 
free-market rate, in December 1955), 
a quintal (220.4 pounds), delivered at 
La Paz, inclusive of taxes, freight, 
and shrinkage costs. A final provision 
of a decree concerning tobacco, which 
became effective January 1, 1956, re- 
quires Bolivian tobacco companies to 
devote 65 percent of their production 
to cigarettes using dark domestic to- 
baccos and 35 percent for cigarettes 
using light imported tobaccos. 





Guatemalan Economic... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


ratifications of an agreement signed 
with Switzerland in April 1955. 

A November decree, aimed at pro- 
tecting local automobile dealers from 
unfair competition, imposes a fine of 
$500 in addition to existing penalties 
on any person selling imported auto- 
mobiles without being registered as 
& car dealer. Duties on automobiles 
imported overland must be paid at 
border entry points rather than in 
Guatemala City as previously. Non- 
dealers will be permitted to import 
one car a year for personal use. 

The import duties on chewing gum 
and chiclets were raised from $0.40 
to $0.70 a gross kilogram in Decem- 
ber.—Emb., Guatemala City. 
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Freight Rates Raised 
From Ports of Madras 


Three shipping conferences in Ma- 
dras, India, have announced that on 
March 1 freight rates will be increased 
by approximately 10 percent for all 
shipments loaded from Madras coastal 
ports. The three shipping conferences 
and their member lines are: 


Madras Homeward Freight Conference: 
British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 
Clan Line Steamers, Ltd. 

Hall Line, Ltd. 
India ee ey Co., Ltd. 
ay - bod & Oriental Steam Navigation Co., 


P Madras and Pondicherry Continental Con- 
erence: 

British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 
Clan Line Steamers, Ltd. 

Deutsche Dampfschiffahrts - Gesselschaft 


Hall Line, Ltd. 
Holland Bengal Burma Line. 
India Steamship Co., Ltd. 
Compagnie Des Messageries Maritimes. 
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co. 
Swedish East Asia Co., Ltd. 
Wilh. Wilhelmsen. 
Madras Coast-United Kingdom-Eire & Con- 
tinental Conference: 
Clan Line Steamers, Ltd. 
wat LA Dampfschiffahrts - Gesselschaft 
o nsa.”’ 
Holland Bengal Burma Line. 
India Steamship Co., Ltd. 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 





Ontario Road Program 


Under Consideration 


The Ontario Ministry of Highways 
is making a study of the Province’s 
long-term highway needs and expects 
to submit an interim report to the 
Legislature this year, the Ministry 
has announced. 


A final report presenting a 10-year 
plan will not be ready for 12 months 
or more. 


One estimate is that at least a bil- 
lion dollars will be required to con- 
struct 1,000 miles of highways and 
bridges in the next 10 years, without 
allowing for maintenance, adminis- 
tration, and other costs of the present 
and future highway systems. 


At the last session of the Ontario 
Legislature a special toll-road com- 
mittee was appointed to study and re- 
port on the toll plan for raising 
funds. The committee has visited New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania 
toll roads and has conferred with of- 
ficials of those States about their op- 
eration but has issued no report. It 
is understood, however, that most of 
the committee members are inclined 
toward the toll method of financing 
construction of key highways. 

A key road under discussion is that 
from Windsor to Fort Erie with appro- 


priate connections with Sarnia and 
Toronto. 
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Mexico Plans Extensive 
Highway Program in ‘56 


Mexico in 1956 will spend 541 mil- 
lion pesos on roads, railways, airports, 
and other projects to link production 
and consuming centers, the Ministry 


of Communications and Public Works 
has announced. 


According to local press reports, the 
amount is to be distributed as fol- 
lows: 163 million pesos for c - 
tion of Federal highways; 14 million 
for construction of Federal airports; 
100 million for construction of State 
highways; 100 million for mainte- 
nance of Federal roads and recon- 
struction; and 40 million for con- 
struction of rural roads. 


The important Mexico City-Saltillo 
highway will be rushed to completion 
this year. Work will be pushed on the 
Central Inter-American Highway, 
from Mexico City to Piedras Negras; 
on the Inter-Ocean Highway, Mata- 
moros to Mazathlan; and on sections 
of the Gulf Highway, including the 
Coatzacoalcos-Villahermosa. and Es- 
carcega - Champoton - Puerto Juarez 
stretches. Construction will be con- 
tinued on the highways linking En- 
senada with Tecate and El Sueco with 
Casas Grandes. The Mexico City-Ti- 
juana highway will be completed 
when work is finished on the uncom- 
pleted section between Sonoita and 
Santa Ana. 





Jamaica Simplifies Customs 
Procedures for Tourists 


Jamaican customs officers, in an 
effort to expedite entry of tourists 
into Jamaica, now permit oral dec- 
larations from passengers rather 
than written declarations as formerly. 
Passengers are shown a list of duti- 
able or prohibited articles and asked 
to make oral declarations from that 
list. 


Aside from the declaration, tourists 
arriving in Jamaica now have only 
one form, the embarkation/disem- 


’ parkation card, to fill out before land- 


ing, and the Airlines Association is 
hopeful that the form may be further 
simplified. : 





Transport and... 
(Continued from Page 16) 


rates were scheduled to be increased 
12.5 percent on January 1, the Minis- 
try of Transport and Waterways an- 
nounced. The increase reportedly is 
designed to prevent the possibility of 
serious financial losses to this impor- 
tant sector of Netherlands transpor- 
tation. 
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WORLD TRADE © 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a 
year; $8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, 
Operations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Pield Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. 8S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reperts 

Basic Data on the Economy of Iran. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-108. 7 pp. 10 
cents. 

Establishing a Business in Thailand. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-6. 7 pp. 10 cents. 
Operations Reports 

Import Tariff System of Austria. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-3. 2 pp. 10 cents. 

Pharmaceutical Regulations of Bel- 
gium. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-4. 3 pp. 10 
cents. 

Import Tariff System of Cyprus. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-7. 1 p. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Malta. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-8. 1 p. 10 cents. 


Statistical Reports 


Foreign Trade of French Morocco, 
1953-54. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-5. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 


Foreign Trade of Germany, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-6. 6 pp. 20 cents. 
Foreign Trade of Italy, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-7. 5 pp. 20 cents. 














Maritime Day, May 22. 
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th Books 
“““ Reports 


European Payments Union. Paris. Or- 
ganization for European Economic 
Cooperation. January 1956. 90 pp. $1. 


This fifth annual report of the man- 
aging board of the European Pay- 
ments Union for the financial year, 
1954-55, covers operation of EPU, gen- 
eral economic developments, and de- 
velopment of the payments system 
of OEEC countries. 


The report states that dollar im- 
ports increased in all member coun- 
tries, except Iceland, and especially in 
Germany, the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom, and Denmark. This sub- 
stantial rise was due to the rapid ex- 
pansion of economic activity among 
member countries, freer treatment of 
dollar imports, and the demand for 
certain industrial and agricultural 
raw materials for which the dollar 
area was residual supplier. 


Numerous tables and graphs show- 
ing the trade and payments position 
of member countries complete the re- 
port. It may be obtained from the 
Publications Office, Organization -for 
European Economic Cooperation, 2002 
P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Industrial Statistics, 1900-1955. Paris. 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, 1955. 157 pp. $2. 


This volume, prepared by the Statis- 
tics Division of the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, con- 
tains data on industrial production in 
Western Europe since the beginning 
of the 20th century. 


The tables include data for each 
OEEC country, as well as for OEEC as- 
sociated countries—United States and 
Canada. To enable European produc- 
tion to be seen against a world back- 
ground, most of the tables include 
production figures covering oversea 
territories of member countries, other 
major producing countries, and world 
totals. 


The book may be purchased from 
the Publication Office, Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation, 
2002 P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Yearbook of International Trade Stat- 
istics, 1954. A United Nations pub- 
lication. New York, N. Y. Columbia 
University Press, 1955. 556 pp. $5. 


Detailed statistics for 100 countries, 
covering about 98 percent of world 
trade, are presented in this fifth issue. 
For 55 of these countries—81 percent 
of world trade—the analysis by com- 
modity of imports and exports is made 
according to the United Nations 





India Tobacco Directory 


Lists Dealers 


The first edition of the To- 
bacco Directory, 1955, has been 
published in Madras by the 
Indian Central Tobacco Com- 
mittee, and may be purchased 
~ from that office for $2.10. 

The 372-page directory lists 
dealers and manufacturers by 
states, types of tobacco and 
tobacco products, and by cate- 
gories of activities—wholesale 
dealers, manufacturers, export- 
ers, and commission agents. 
While importers are not sep- 
arately designated, the directory 
lists trade associations which, 
presumably, would be in a posi- 
tion to answer specific trade 
inquiries. 

A copy of the publication may 
be consulted in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 











Standard International Trade Classi- 
fication (SITC). 


Also included are tables showing 
trade in recent years in commodities 
by quantity, value, and country of ori- 
gin and destination. Historical tables 
relating to exports and imports are 
given for the years 1930-54. 


Economic Conditions in Greece. Paris. 
Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, 1955. 14 pp. 30 
cents. 


This survey in general covers eco- 
nomic developments in Greece for the 
18-month period ending mid-1955, 
with later information where avail- 
able. 


The report shows that in the first 8 
months of 1955 industrial production 
increased by nearly 7 percent over 
the comparable period of 1954, and 
that, despite a disappointing olive 
crop, the real gross national product 
for the year also was expected to 
increase by 7 percent. - 

Industrial production in 1956-57 is 
forecast to rise more slowly while 
long-term expansion of agriculture 
is maintained. Growth rate of the 
gross national product may fall to 
about 3 percent in 1956, partly as @ 
result of the biennial olive cycle. 

Also contained in the study are 
Greece’s foreign-trade and balance- 
of-payments position, price indexes, 
and trend of bank credits. 

The survey may be obtained from 
the Publication Office, Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation, 
2002 P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
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—_ 


Sugar Industry To Be 


Established in Ceylon 


The Government of Ceylon has ap- 
proved, in principle, the establish- 
ment of a sugar industry in the Gal 
Oya Valley in North-Central Province, 
under the sponsorship of the Gal 
Oya Development Board. The board 
reportedly contemplates the forma- 
tion of a limited liability company, 
operated by a foreign sugar producer 
as managing agent, to undertake the 
establishment of a refinery and plan- 
tation capable of producing between 
25,000 and 30,000 tons of refined sugar 
annually. 


The company would have a capital 


* of 27 million rupees, or US$5.67 mil- 


lion, of which 14 million rupees, or 
US$2.94 million, would be provided by 
the board and the remainder by the 
managing agency—up to 10 percent of 
the total—and private Ceylonese and 
foreign investors. Plans call for pro- 
viding the company with 3,000 acres of 
land, 500 acres of which would be 
set aside for the refinery, but would 
not be turned over to the company. 


“It is understood that the board 
plans to issue concrete proposals 
\t0 sugar producers: and manufac- 
turers throughout the world within 
the next 2 months. Negotiations with 
foreign firms apparently will be under- 


“taken on the basis of the replies to 


the offer. 


No refined sugar is produced in 
Ceylon. Annual imports average about 
130,000 long tons. 





New Cement Factory Begins 
Manufacturing in Pakistan 


The Zeal-Pak Cement Factory, at 
Hyderabad in West Pakistan, was 
formally opened January 15. The 17- 
million-rupee (1 rupee—US$0.21) 
plant was built by the Pakistan In- 
dustrial Development Corporation 
(PIDC) with financial aid from New 
Zealard under the Colombo Plan. 
The fuctory’s 120,000-ton annual ca- 
pacity is to be doubled later this year 
by an expansion of current facilities, 
at an additional cost of 10 million 
rupees. 

Another 120,000-ton capacity cement 
plant which is being built with Ca- 
Nadian aid by the PIDC also is ex- 
pected to begin operations shortly, 
and consideration is being given to 
the establishment of two additional 
cement plants, each capable of an an- 
hual output of 150,000 tons. 

Pakistan’s cement production in 1955 
Was approximately 700,000 tons. Ce- 
ment requirements over the next 5 
years, however, are estimated at 1.3 
Million tons annually. 


February 27, 1956 
. 


Better Housing and Diet, More Clothing 


Most Wanted by Average French Family 


More adequate housing, more cloth- 
ing, and a better diet are most desired 
by the average French family, accord- 
ing to a survey conducted by the 
French Institute of Public Opinion. 

The 3,000 families polled represent 
an estimated 5 million French homes 
of wage earners or salaried employees 
in towns of over 2,000 population. The 
3,000 réported a mean income of 42,000 
francs or $120 a month. ‘ 


Each family was questioned on its 
needs and the disposal it would make 
of a hypothetical 20-percent addi- 
tional net income, which for the aver- 
age family would mean an addition 
of only 9,500 francs or $20 a month. 

Such basic comforts as hot water, 
showers or bathtubs, and heating 
rank high among the needs expressed. 
Many families consider their housing 
inadequate. One-third of all those 
interviewed, and one-half of all those 
under the age of 35, were seeking new 
quarters. Twenty-one percent ,have 
no running water in the kitchen, 76 
percent have no hot water, and 84 
percent lack a shower or bathtub. 


Appliances Wanted 


Although such essentials as plumb- 
ing and heating come first in the 
category of domestic comforts, many 
of the families interviewed look for- 
ward to owning a household appli- 
ance. Only one-tenth possess a wash- 
ing machine, and of the remaining 90 
percent, nearly half would like to pur- 
chase a washing machine if an addi- 
tion to their income made it possible. 
Only 9 percent of those interviewed 
had a refrigerator, and 53 percent of 
the remainder expressed a desire to 
own one. Vacuum cleaners are pos- 
Sessed by 18 percent; 44 percent of 
those without a vacuum cleaner 
would like to buy one. 


The survey indicated that the 
French family regards household ap- 
pliances as desirable but not indispen- 
sable. Only 10 percent designated a 
household appliance as the first dura- 
ble item they would buy out of any 
additional income, and most of those 
believed that to make such a pur- 
chase they would be obliged to econo- 
mize for 1 or 2 years. The average 
expenditure contemplated would be 
approximately 110,000 francs, or $314. 
Ten percent listed domestic help as 
their number one need. Household 
appliances appear to be particularly 
in demand among the younger fami- 
lies and in the middle-income groups. 


Clothing Foremost Need 


The most striking of the survey’s 
findings concerned the potentiai de- 
mand for textile products. The cur- 


rent crisis in the French textile indus- 
try, as in other countries, frequently 
has been attributed to the trend in 
consumer demand away from textile 
products toward appliances and other 
durables. The survey shows, however, 
that clothing and household linen are ~ 
by far the most important 

of demand. Of the families inter- 
viewed, 80 percent want to buy more 
clothing, 46 percent need new house- 
hold linen, and 26 percent want car- 
pets or draperies. Twelve percent 
would put clothing and poetp ine 
linen first among their potential pur 
chases. 

“The families in the sample were 
asked to outline a tentative budget for 
their hypothetical 20-percent addi- 
tional income. It is estimated that 
such an addition would average 9,500 
francs a month for each family, repre- 
senting, for the aggregate of the 5- 
million population represented by the 


sample, a total of 570 billion francs, . 


or $1.6 billion, a year. The responses 


indicated that 26 percent of this addi- ~ 


tional income would go into savings, 
24 percent would go for food and other 
current expenditures and 40 percent 
for important large expenditures. 

Diet appears to be the most impor- 
tant category of current expenditures. 
Twenty-four percent said they would 
use an increase in income to buy more 
meat; 9 percent would buy better 
quality meat. Twenty-four percent 
would buy more fruits and vegetables; 
13 percent would buy more butter 
and 10 percent, more wine. 

Heat, 21 percent; pocket money, 24 
percent; and domestic help, 10 percent, 
were other favored categories of cur- 
rent expenditure. 


Among larger expenditures, follow- 
ing clothing, home improvements, and 
household appliances, 5 percent would 
purchase a new home first, and 7 per- 
cent would buy new furniture. Other 
items listed as the first proposed ex- 
penditure were automobiles, 5 percent; 
motor scooters, 5 pércent; vacation or 
travel, 4 percent; heating appliances, 
3 percent; and radio or television, 1 
percent. 

Most of the families wishing to buy 
an automobile estimated that even 
with 20 percent more income they 
would have to save for at least 2% 
years to afford the estimated 310,000 
francs, or $885, that such a purchase 
would require. A scooter, on the other 
hand, would require only 18 months’ 
saving. and would cost about 110,000 
francs, or $314. Only 5 percent of 
those interviewed use an automobile 
to get to work, another 5 percent use 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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' _ Exim Bank Grants Loan 
For Chilean Steel Mill 


A $3.35-million loan to Chile’s prin- 
cipal steel company to assist in ex- 
panding its operations and to enable 
Chile to overcome a shortage in steel 
products has been announced by the 
Export-Import Bank. 

The loan will go to Cia. de Acero del 
Pacifico, S. A., to finance a hot-strip 
mill at Huachipato, near Concepcion. 

The new mill will be equipped with 
machinery furnished by the Blaw- 
Knox Co. and the International Gen- 
eral Electric Co. It will be a revers- 
ing hot-strip mill and will replace 
sheet mills in use at Huachipato. Its 
total cost will be the equivalent of 
$8.5 million. 

Exim Bank funds will be used to 
purchase the major portion of U. 8S. 
equipment, materials, and services re- 
quired for export to Chile for this 
hot-strip ‘mill. 

The loan is for 10-year duration 
and is the first of several to this 
company, largely privately owned, to 
be made without a guaranty by the 
Chilean Government. 


Activities Curtailed 

Because of a lack of steel in 1955, 
a number of Cia. de Acero del Paci- 
fico’s customers were forced to cur- 
tail operations. Activities most affected 
were wire-drawing, small-pipe and 
household-appliance, and food-proc- 
essing industries. The company has 
a backlog of orders amounting to 
about 9 months’ capacity production. 

Under agreements with the Export- 
Import Bank, total credits of $58 mil- 
lion previously have been extended 
for the use of Cia. de Acero del Paci- 
fico, S. A. These loans have assisted 
the steel company in connection with 
purchases of equipment and engineer- 
ing services in the United States for 
the establishment of the integrated 
steel mill at Huachipato. 

The mill was completed in August 
1950 with the assistance of the Freyn 
Engineering Department of Koppers 
Co., Inc., which, as participating man- 
ager, is the technical and operating 
advisor to the Chilean company. The 
plant has a steel ingot capacity of 
360,000 tons annually and is operating 
at capacity. 





British Automobile Firm 
Improves Gas Turbine Unit 


The Austin Motor Co., England, has 
reached a new phase in its develop- 
ment of the secret gas turbine engine, 
the press reports. The target of this 
Phase is to evolve a unit that will 
operate as economically as a diesel 
engine. 

Among problems still to be solved 
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are the production of a cheap heat 
exchanger of light construction and 
improvements in compressor and tur- 
bine efficiency. 

Hitherto, a major difficulty in the 
application of a gas turbine to auto- 
mobile use was uneconomical fuel 
consumption, but the Austin unit in- 
corporates a highly developed heat 
exchanger which utilizes the energy 
of the exhaust gases to warm up the 
incoming gas flow, thereby improving 
thermal efficiency to an extent where 
fuel consumption is reduced. 


Renault Soon To Offer 
New Automobile Model 


The Renault Automobile Works will 
soon start selling a new 5-hp. pas- 
senger automobile to be known as 
the Dauphine. The price will be ap/ 
proximately 555,000 francs, which 
places it in a medium-price category, 
above Renault’s 4-hp. model which 
sells for 395,000 to 585,000 francs, but 
considerably below the Fregate. 

The Dauphine will be larger than 
the 4-hp. model and, like the 4-hp. 
Renault, its motor will be in the rear. 
The new model has been under study 
since 1951, and prototypes have al- 
ready been driven some 2 million 
kilometers. 

The export director of the Renault 
Automobile Works, upon returning 
from the U d States, stated that 
demand appears definite for French 
products in the United States. He 
said Renault sold 1,000 4-hp. models 
in the United States in 1955, as com- 
pared with only 150 in 1954, and that 
the company hopes to sell 3,000 vehi- 
cles in the United States in 1956. 








Better Housing . .. 


(Continued from Page 19) 


a scooter or motorcycle, and 32 percent 
use bicycles. 


Credit Position Shown 
The survey also brought out the 

position of consumer credit in France, 
Of those interviewed, 57 percent stated 
that they had never bought anything 
on the installment plan, 19 percent. 
used consumer credit on one occ 

and 24 percent had used it more than 


once. However, only 37 percent said 7 


that they would use installment credit) 


to make a purchase which they could — 


not otherwise make. Eight percent 
would’be willing to buy household ap- 
pliances on credit; 4 percent would buy 
an automobile, home improvements, or 
clothing on credit; and 3 percent 
would use installment payments for 
a radio or a television. 

The survey, which enlisted the co- 
operation of numerous private organi- 
zations, draws no general conclusions 
from the data it presents. Its findings, 
however, are of universal interest 
in view of the program of the new 
Republican Front Cabinet, which 
stresses the importance to the French 
economy of augmenting the purchas- 
ing power of wage and salary earners, 


Since the survey was made, im- 
portant steps have been taken toward 
increasing the income level of this 
class with the conclusion of a number 
of liberal wage agreements by pace- 
setting industrial firms. The Govern- 
ment estimates that disposable income 
of French wage and salary earners in- 
creased by some 20 percent between 
1952 and 1955 and is expected 
increase further during this year. 
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COLOMBIA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. » » A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce .. . 


55 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


| Five-Y: 
_ Progre 


| Under 
| ing prog 
| Governn 
vehicles 
 —small, 
' and fow 
and bus¢ 
1 ton to 
Seven 

- tomobile 
tal capi 
4g about 
employs 
Indus’ 
and acc 
siderable 
licensed 
bile par’ 
producti 
begin p 
made by 
tons, pis 
geon pil 
ings, clu 
sorbers, 
fuel in, 
Emb., N 


Pharrr 
Pakist 

A ne’ 
Pakista 
the cou 

The f 
oratorie 
and pac 
and var 
can dr: 
discover 
researc! 


Kingdor 


Refine 
By Oi 


The | 














Foreign Commerce Weekly 








— = 
-— <f 


SP erasrarit 


Sea 


AST eRe ee eR &. 











COMMODITY NEWS 





—_ 


Five-Year Car Producing 
Program Starts in India 


Under the new 5-year manufactur- 
ing program approved by the Indian 
Government, four types of passenger 
yehicles are being produced in India 
—small, light, medium, and heavy— 
and four types of commercial trucks 
and buses with capacity ranging from 
1 ton to 5 tons and over. 


Seven concerns are engaged in au- 
tomobile production or assembly. To- 
tal capital invested in this industry 
ig about 143.5 million rupees; and it 
employs over 7,000 people. 


Industries producing spare parts 
and accessories have also made con- 
siderable progress. Eighteen firms are 
licensed for manufacturing automo- 
bile parts, 8 of which have gone into 
production. The rest are expected to 
begin production early in 1956. Parts 
made by these industries include pis- 
tons, piston rings, cylinder liners, gud- 
geon pins, gaskets, valves, brake lin- 
ings, clutch discs, radiators, shock ab- 
gorbers, leaf springs, tire inflators, 
fuel injectors, and spark plugs.— 
Emb., New Delhi. 





Pharmaceutical Factory in 
Pakistan Starts Operation 


A new pharmaceutical factory in 
Pakistan, reportedly the largest in 
the country, has started production. 


The factory, owned by Glaxo Lab- 
oratories (Pakistan) Ltd., processes 
and packages penicillin, streptomycin, 
and various vitamin preparations and 
can draw upon the experience and 
discoveries of the parent company’s 
fesearch organization in the United 
Kingdom.—Emb., Karachi. 





Refinery Expansion Planned 
By Oil Company in Kuwait 


The Kuwait Oil Co. has ‘approved 
plans to expand its oil-refining plant 
at Mena al-Ahmadi, Kuwait. 

Plant expansion will increase the 
refinery crude-oil throughput from 
30,000 barrels a day to about 190,000 
barrels. Early 1958 has been set as the 
time for the new plant’s completion 
and initial operation. 

The refinery after expansion re- 


portedly will be the third largest in 
the Middle East.—Cons., Kuwait. 





French Automobile Prices Up 


The French Government has author- 
Wed automobile manufacturers to in- 
tfease prices to cover higher steel 
costs. The major French automobile 
Manufacturers are revising their 
prices. 

The Simca has announced price 
increases of up to 1 percent. Citroen 
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increases, which are designed to cover 
increased tire costs also, run to 2 per- 
cent. 

Renault and Peugeot were expected 
to announce new prices soon.—Emb., 
Paris. 





Japan May Increase Output 
Of Television Receivers 


Japan is producing 20,000 television 
receivers monthly and plans to begin 
operating five new television stations, 
this spring, which may increase pro- 
duction to approximately 25,000 re- 
ceivers a month. 

The Federation of Japan Electric 
Communication Industrial Associ- 
ations estimated that 134,231 TV 
receivers were produced in 1955, com- 
pared with 30,868 in 1954. The federa- 
tion also estimated that 200,000 re- 
ceivers were in use at the end of 
December 1955, compared with 60,000 
at the end of 1954. 

Production of 14” receivers accounts 
for about 80 percent of the total pro- 
duction and 17” receivers for most 
of the remaining 20 percent. The av- 
erage retail price is 98,000 yen, or 
$272, compared with 140,000 yen, or 
$389, in 1954.—Emb, Tokyo. 





Sugar Mills Being Built 
In Dominican Republic 


A sugar mill having a daily grinding 
capacity of 1,500 metric tons of cane 
is under construction in Esperanza, 
Dominican Republic. Plans called for 
its completion by January or February, 
and for the construction of a larger 
mill in the same part of the country. 

Much of the land in the section is 
devoted to rice production and will 
have to be converted to sugarcane in 
order to supply raw material for the 
mills —Emb., Ciudad Trujillo. 





World Trade Week, May 20-26. 
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UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce .. . 


75, cents 


From U. S$. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Print- 
Ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 











Oslo Holds Season's 
Second Fur Auction | 


The second of this season’s four in- 
ternational fur auctions in Oslo was 
held January 5-January 12. Buyers 
came from the United States, France, 
Italy, Western Germany, United King- 
dom, and Spain. 

A total of 121,472 mink furs—75,057 
standard and 45,415 mutation minks— 
and 21,833 fox furs—17,865 blue fox 
and 4,148 silver fox furs—were off 
for sale. ,Ninety-one percent of 
mink furs— 36 percent of the standard 
and 99 percent of the mutation mink 
—and 77 percent of the fox furs were 
sold. 

The quality of the furs, except sil- 
ver fox, was lower than at the Decem- 
ber 1955 auctions. The average prices. 
received for blue-fox furs were 2 per- 
cent below, and the mink prices were 
5 to 16 percent below those obtained 
at the December auctions. 


Prices Listed 


Blue fox (SAGA-grade), 5,872 of- 
fered, 61 percent sold at an average 
price of 107 crowns (1 No 
crown=approximately US$0.14), blue 
fox, ordinary grade, 11,813 offered, 85 
percent sold, average price, 73 crowns. 
Standard mink, grade I and II, male, 
34,443 offered, 77 percent sold, average 
price 129 crowns; grade I and II, fe- 
male, 30,758 offered, 95 percent sold, 
average price 76 crowns. 

Pastel mink, including Stewart, 
grade I and HI, male, 19,456 offered 
83 percent sold, average price 199 
crowns; grade I and II, female, 9,301 
offered, 98 percent sold, average price 
121 crowns. Silver-blue, grade I and 
II, male, 3,952 offered, 88 percent sold, 
average price 165 crowns; grade I and 
II, female, 3,415 offered, 100 percent 
sold, average price 108 crowns. 

Stewart and breath-of-spring silver 
blue, grade I and II, male, 1,579 of- 
fered, 96 percent sold, average price 
183 crowns; grade I and II, female, 
1,336 offered, percent sold, average 
price 118 crowns. Sapphire, grade I 
and II, male, 1,136 offered, 99 percent 
sold, average price 276 crowns, grade 
I and II, female, 548 offered, 100 per- 
cent sold, average price 152 crowns.— 
Emb., Oslo. 





French Radio, Phonograph 


Production Shows Rise 


Turnover in the French radio and 
phonograph industry reached a total 
of 100 billion francs in 1955, an in- 
crease of 20 percent over 1954, accord- 
ing to the Chairman of the French 
Economic Council. 

The figure includes sales of radio 
and. television apparatus, phono- 
graphs, tubes, and other parts, as well 
as phonograph records. The industry 
employs about 50,000 workers. 














Haitian Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


investigated by the Government. Al- 
though no public announcement was 
made that this particular contract 
was revived, work proceeded rapidly 
and less than 2 miles remain to be 
graded. This road connects the 
Artibonite Dam site at Peligre with 
Port-au-Prince, a distance of about 
46 miles. 

The city of Les Cayes’ paving proj- 
ect was announced, and 300 laborers 
added to the Public Works Depart- 
ment’s payroll. 

total of 3,735 tourists visited 
Haiti in November 1955, an increase 
of 54 percent over November 1954. 
One new hotel, the Marabou, with 
16 beds, was finished in 1955, and the 
American-owned Riviera added a new 
wing. The Haitian Institute of Agri- 
cultural and Industrial Credit an- 
nounced that it has loaned $1 million 
to the hotel industry since 1952. 

Cite Magloire No. 2 at Port-au- 
Prince was formally turned over to 
President Magloire by the builders on 
December 6. All of the residential 
units were completed, although land- 
scaping and cleaning up may take 
until April. The Cite Raboteau at 
Gonaives, a low-cost workers’ hous- 
ing project containing 48 family 
units, was dedicated December 10. 
Up to December, 1,704 family units 
had been constructed under the 
various workers’ housing projects 
throughout Haiti, as follows: Port- 
au-Prince, 1,526; Anse a Veau, 108; 
and Gonaives, 70. 

Preliminary work was continued on 
the site of the Cite Militaire, the 
army housing project. 

A eommunity development project 
for Anse a Pitre was announced. This 
village, near the Dominican border 
on the southern coast, was- badly 
damaged by a 1955 hurricane. Sixty 
dwellings will be built, as well as a 
dispensary and school. Certain public 
buildings which were damaged will be 
restored.—Emb., Port-au-Prince. 





New Criteria... 


(Continued from Page 7) 
of national parents, who in turn must 
have been native born. 
eThe firm must have been estab- 
lished under IndoneSian law and not 
entitled to transfer profits abroad. 


Non-national firms which had not 
by February 1 deposited the 5 million 

piah required (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Sept. 26, 1955, p. 12) are not 
now to be recognized as importers. 

Firms formerly considered foreign 
but which now may meet the require- 
ments for national firms may submit 
applications for recognition as na- 
tional importers. Many Chinese firms 
may be able to qualify as national 
importers under this provision. 





Marketing Conference 


Called in Seattle 


The third annual Washington 
State International Marketing 
Conference is to be held April 
25-30 and May 1-2 on the cam- 
pus of the University of Wash- 
ington, Seattle. The conference is 
sponsored by the University of 
Washington and the Interna- 
tional Trade Fair, Inc., a non- 
profit corporation of Washington 
State businessmen. 

The conference’s purpose is to 
assist foreign governments and 
businessmen to understand bet- 
ter the American market for 
consumer goods. American 
marketing methods, institutions, 
practices, and techniques will be 
discussed along with problems 
and methods associated with the 
import of goods into the United 
States. 

Delegates will be guests at the 
Washington State Fifth Inter- 
national Trade Fair in Seattle, 
May 4-13. 

Persons wanting to attend or 
to obtain further infermation 
may write to Professor Charles 
J. Miller, Chairman and Director, 
Third International Marketing 
Conference, University of Wash- 
ington, Seattle 5, Wash. 











German Auto... 
(Continued from Page 13) 


heavy-duty commercial vehicles also 
were presented. 

Attendance of 750,000 included some 
60,000 buyers from more than 60 coun- 
tries, an increase of 30 percent over 
the last exposition in 1953, and the 
642 exhibitors with 691 displays rep- 
resented a 10-percent increase. Ten 
foreign countries participated, 15 ex- 
hibitors of whom were from Great 
Britain and 10 from the United States. 


Exhibits were broken down into the 
following categories: Passenger cars; 
trucks, buses, and tractors; trailers; 
bodies; automotive parts and acces- 
sories; repair tools, gasoline station 
and garage equipment; and camping 
equipment. Considerable interest was 
evidenced in the introduction of the 
tubeless tire by all exhibiting tire 
manufacturers. 





Investment Handbook .. . 
(Continued from Page 4) 
private capital investment in other 

categories. 
Duty Exemptions Granted 


For example, new manufacturing 
enterprises are granted 5-, 7-, and 10- 
year reductions or exemptions from 


import duties and surcharges, stamp 


taxes, gross receipts tax, and the nop. | 
mal income tax on industrial profit =| 


Other positive factors favoring pri 
vate investment are the close 
mercial relationship between M 
and the United States, and the ah. 
sence of restrictions on mon 
transfers, the handbook states. 


Part I of the survey gives an overall 
view of Mexico, the role of the Govern. | 












ment, and the climate for foreign in. Cub 


vestment. Part II describes principal 
sectors of Mexico’s economy and {fg 
economic regions. Appendixes pre 
sent digests of Mexican business 

tax laws, details on principal many 
facturing groups in Mexico, regula. 
tions governing entry into th 
Republic, and a bibliography. 


The 179 page handbook may be pur. 


chased from the Superintendent of } 


Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. ©, @ 
from any Department of Commerce 
Field Office for $1.25. 





Nicaragua Lowers... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


891-02-02-1. Phonograph records of musi¢ of 
Nicaraguan composers or of typical Nicaraguan 
music, free ($1.50) plus free (10). 

Duty-free import is provided for the 
following fertilizer products under 
tariff group No. 561: 

Nitrogenous fertilizers and materials; 
phatic fertilizers and materials, incl 
superphosphates and diphosphorization slag; 


potassic fertilizers and materials: and other 


reir fertilizers not elsewhere speci- 
ed. 


This exemption will remain in effect 
until the National Council of Economy 
declares that Nicaraguan industry can 
produce these fertilizers economically 
and in quantities sufficient to satisfy 
local demands, at which time the 10- 
percent ad valorem duty will be rein- 
stated. 


Natural fertilizers also are exempt 
from duty under a previous regulation 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. $1, 
1955, p. 9).—Diario Oficial. 





Vienna Trade... 


(Continued from Page 13) 
of a sharply increased interest in 
east-west trade being evident. Prices 
were reasonably low. 
Sixty percent of the exhibiting firms 
were Austrian, most of the remaining 
40 percent coming from West Gef- 





many, Great Britain, France, Switzer- 
land, the United States, and Italy. 
A large proportion of the 600,000 vis- 
itors, were from outside Austria, the’ 
largest number probably coming from 
West Germany and Yugoslavia. The 
fair management reported that visitors 
came from 63 Eastern bloc countries 
as well as all other European coun 
tries. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Renegotiations Under 


GATT Agreed Upon 


The United States has agreed to the 
withdrawal or modification of certain 
jariff concessions previously granted 
to this country by Austria, Ceylon, 
Cuba, the Netherlands (on behalf of 
the Benelux countries), and Sweden. 
In return, these countries have 

ted new concessions on trade 
items in which U. S. exporters have 
an interest. 

Negotiations to this end followed 
decisions by the designated countries 
to invoke article XXVIII of the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
which permits GATT participating 
countries, at specified but infrequent 
periods, to withdraw or modify con- 
cessions previously granted. “Conces- 
sions” are either reductions in tariff 
rates or “bindings,” that is, agree- 
ments not to increase tariff rates. 
Neither of these may be altered ex- 
cept in accordance with specified 
procedures. 

When a country invokes article 
XXVIII, it holds new negotiations 
with the country with which the con- 
cession was originally negotiated and 
with other countries which have a 
substantial trade interest in the con- 
cession. The renegotiation’s purpose 
is to endeavor to maintain the pre- 
yious level of reciprocal concessions. 

In the pfesent cases, the United 


' States took advantage of its right to 


negotiate with the named countries 
with a view to obtaining equivalent 
hew concessions. In accordance with 
established procedures, U. S. partici- 
pation in the renegotiations was 
guided by the recommendations of the 
Interdepartmental Committee on 
Trade Agreements. 

No changes in U. S. duties were 
involved. 





Tariff Hearings Set on 


Wood Screws, Velveteens 


The dates for the public hearings 
to be held in connection with the in- 
vestigations recently instituted by the 
Tariff Commission, under the “escape 
clause,” into imports of wood screws 
and velveteen fabrics, have been an- 
hounced by the Commission. 


The hearing on wood screws is set 


for June 12, and the original notice - 


of its scope is amended to exclude lag 
bolts and lag screws. 

The hearing on velveteen fabrics 
is to begin June 19. 

Those desiring to appear should give 
Written notice at least 3 days in ad- 
vance to the Secretary of the Com- 


mission, Tariff Commission Building, 
Washington, D. C. 


February 27, 1956 


Export Licenses to U. S. S. R., 


European Satellites on Decline 


U. S. export licenses to the U. S. S. R. and its European satellites 
have declined sharply from the inception of export controls in 1940 to 
the present, Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks has reported. 

In his thirty-fourth quarterly report to the President and the Congress 
covering export-contro] activities in’ the closing months of 1955, he 


describes revisions in U. 8S. export- 
control policy made in August 1954 
and outlines some of the considerations 
on which revisions in international 
security control systems were based. 

The report also traces the develop- 
ment of short supply controls and 
points out that since mid-1954 the 
Department has been paying increas- 
ing attention to controls on copper, 
aluminum, nickel, and iron and steel 
scrap metals. 


Exports to the European Soviet bloc 
dropped precipitately in the third 
quarter of 1955 to $1,051,000, as com- 
pared with $2,066,000 shipped in the 
preceding quarter. 

Fourth-quarter export licenses is- 
sued for the U. S. S. R. and its 
European satellites fell to $1,624,856 
from the $2,777,691 licensed in the 
third quarter, and from fourth-quar- 
ter 1954 licensing of $5,203,000 exclu- 
sive of $5,152,000 in food grains and 
insecticides licensed under the Presi- 
dent’s Flood Relief Program for the 
Danube Basin. 

U. S. exports to the European Soviet 
bloc in the first 9 months of 1955 
totaled $6,097,000, or an annual rate 
93 percent below the 1948 total of 
$123,241,000. In 1953 and 1954, U. S. 
shipments to the bloc fell to $1,776,- 
000 and $6,123,000, respectively, 98 and 
95 percent below the 1948 level. 

Secretary Weeks pointed out that 
current low levels of U. 8S. exports 
to the bloc may be attributed largely 
to the Soviet’s lack of interest in ob- 
taining nonstrategic and consumer- 
type goods. In 1948, almost half of 
U. S. exports to the area consisted of 
nonstrategic consumer-type items. 


Farm Products Exported 
With U. S. controls preventing ship- 
ment of strategic goods, recent ex- 
ports to the European Soviet bloc 
have been concentrated chiefly in ag- 
ricultural products, such as fats and 


Rice Offered on Bid Basis 


Small lots of Commodity Credit 
Corporation-owned 1953-crop milled 
rice will be offered from time to time 
for export sale on a bid basis by 
the Dallas Commodity Stabilization 
Service Commodity Office, the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has announced. 

This rice was acquired by the CCC 
in price-support operations. 
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oils, hides, and tobacco, and in wool 
rags. 

Principal eouriniiditias licensed for 
export to the bloc in the fourth 
quarter of 1955 included: $410,936 of 
cigarettes and leaf tobacco to Czecho- 
slovakia, East Germany, Poland, and 
the U. S. S. R.; $276,336 of hides and 
skins to Poland and the USSR.; 
$166,175 of inedible tallow to Poland 
and Hungary; and $45,320 of paraffin 
wax to Poland. 

Relatively “new” items licensed were 
citrus fruits, $242,500, to East Ger- 
many; seed corn, $206,693, to Ru- . 
mania; and tree seeds, $52,000, to 
Czechoslovakia and Poland. 

U. S. imports from the European 
Soviet bloc also have declined since 
1948, but not to the same degree 
as exports to that area, the report 
continues. Imports in. 1954 totaled 
$42,408,000, a decline of 63 percent 
from. the 1948 level of $113,138,000. 
However, since 1953, imports from 
that area have been gradually rising. 
In the first 9 months of 1955, U. 8. 
imports from the bloc were valued 
at $39,749,000, an annual rate 25 per- 
cent above the 1954 total. 

In describing the joint interna- 
tional review by the 15 cooperating 
nations in 1954, the report states that 
it did not consist of the simple con- 
traction of the previous control list 
but was addressed primarily to 
the attainment of a more selective, 
more meaningful, and more effectively 
enforceable control coverage. 


Entitled “Export Control, Thirty- 
fourth Quarterly Report,” it is avail- 
able from the Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices and from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. at 25 cents a copy. 





Beef Surplus Agreement 
Signed by U. S., Israel 


An additional agreement for the sale 
to Israel, for local currency, of U. 8S. 
agricultural surplus, involving 40 mil- 
lion pounds of beef worth a million, 
has been announced by the Depart- 
meng of Agriculture. 

As in the earlier agreements of this 
character, this sale is to be made un- 
der Public Law 480, 83d Congress, and 
through private U. S. traders. 
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Funds Authorized To 
Buy Farm Surplus 


New authorizations for Bolivia, 
India, Korea, Taiwan, and Yugoslavia 
have been announced by the Interna- 
tional Cooperation Administration 
under the provisions of section 402 of 
the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as 
amended. 

Authorizations for Bolivia are as 
follows: For rice, procurement through 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
$505,000, and ocean transportation of 
this commodity, $95,000; and nonfat 
milk solids, $500,000. 

India was granted an authorization 
of $1,427,000 for purchase of bread 
grains except durum wheat and or 
semolina. The Republic of Korea and 
Taiwan (Formosa) received authoriza- 
tions of $2 million and $600,000, re- 
spectively, for procurement of inedible 
tallow. 

New authorizations for Yugoslavia 
are for raw cotton, $9.6 million; and 
for ocean transportation of commodi- 
ties authorized under section 402, $2.74 
million. 

Dollar-value increases to previously 
announced similar authorizations are 
as follows: Greece, bread grains except 
durum wheat and or semolina, $960,- 
000; and corn, yellow, grade No. 2 or 
better, $50,000. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $300 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
for the fiscal year 1955-56 shall be 
used to finance the sale abroad of 
U. 8S. surplus agricultural commodi- 
ties for foreign currencies. 





U. S. exports of cotton linters for 
August-November 1955 amounted to 
111,000 bales, 25 percent higher than 
the 89,000 bales exported in the like 
period of 1954, the Foreign Agricultur- 
al Service reports. 

Principal destinations were: West- 
ern Germany, 41,000 bales; United 
Kingdom, 34,000; Canada, 10,000; and 
France and Japan, 10,000 each. 





Pakistan’s imports of U. S. flue- 
cured leaf tobacco totaled 1.5 million 
pounds in the January-September 
period of 1955, exceeding imports for 
all calendar years prior to 1954, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Japanese Firms Denied 
Shipping Privileges 


Tokyo Shoko K. K. and its director, 
Tadami Maru, and S. K. Lai and his 
firm, Levee and Co., all of Tokyo; 
Fujisawa Shoko K.'K. and its direc- 
tor Yonesaburo Takeno, of Osaka; 
and Toshio Kato and Motohisa Kato 
and their firm, Chunichi Seiyaku 
K. K., of Nagoyashi, Japan, have been 
suspended from all U. S. export privi- 
leges for the duration of export con- 
trols, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
has announced. 

BFC said that in 1954 the named 
firms and individuals participated in 
a scheme to induce shipment of 88 
tons of borax and 100 tons of boric 
acid from the United States to Japan 
by making false statements to and 
concealing material facts from their 
American suppliers and BFC as to 
the ultimate consignee and end use 
of the materials. 

They also participated in a similar 
scheme to effect export from the 
United States of 500 additional tons 
of borax, but this attempt was de- 
feated. 

When questioned regarding the true 
destination and end use of the ef- 
fected shipments, Takeno made fur- 
ther false statements to BFC and the 
others refused to answer. 

None of the parties contested the 
denial order. They have been under 
temporary suspension from U. 8S. ex- 
port privileges since April 1955 pend- 
ing administrative action. 

The denial order, issued January 


—e 


31, prohibits the named persons ang | 
firms, and any other person or 5 i 
with whom they may be associated | 

including Levee and Cc., Hong Kong U.S. D 
from receiving or otherwise partici. | WASHI 
pating in U. S. export transac ‘ 

either directly or indirectly. It fur. 
ther states that no export or related | 
service may be performed for f 
by any U. S. firm or person without | 
prior BFC approval. 


Filing Period Extended In 
For Nickel Commodities 


Applications to export certain nickel 
commodities may be filed up to the | 
end of the first quarter of 1956, the | 
Bureau of Foreign Commercé has an- 
nounced. a 

Previously, BFC required such appli- 7 
cations to be filed during January 3-24, | 
in order to be considered for licensing 
against the first-quarter export quota, 
The filing period was extended to al- 
low exporters more time in which to 
take advantage of the existing quan- 
titative export limitation. 

The extended filing period applies to 7) 
the following commodities: Nickel in 
cast and rolled anodes, nickel and 7 
nickel alloy shot (Schedule B No, Ff 
654502); and pure nickel powder (B No. 
619159). 

As previously announced, the first- |” 
quarter export quota for these com- | 
modities has been set at a total of 
25,000 pounds. 

The announcement is published in 
the Federal Register, February 21, 
and will appear in a forthcoming Cur- 
rent Export Bulletin. 
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